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_ I; times when People are generally de- 


bawched in their IntelleFuals as wel 


i as in: their Morals, and take as great « 


| ſiberty of opining as they do of praGiſing, 
j #t is no wonder if in this Age, when as 
| all SeFs ſeems to have a general reſur- 
4. reFion, that the Jewiſh SeF have alſo 
| their Abettors ; but if People would but 
1 ſerionfly conſider, that the change of the 
| Day bath the ſame Foundation that the 
{- Scriptures themſelves have ( and that is 
| Catholick Tradition ) the Controverſie 
| world quickly be at an end: It would 
$+ then be an eafie thing to believe, that 
| when the whole Jewiſh Frame of Wor- 


' | ſhip was laid aftde,it-was fit that the vory 


Time it ſelf ſhould alſo put on Mourning, 
| and therefort well may it paſs for a Faſt 
F- A 2 _ 


+ The Frome. 
4 our Church bath zightly inſlitated it 5 
but to continue it as a Feast to the 
Lord , is to-put., ai; Aﬀebnt' upon the 
Goſpel and the whole Oeconomy of it. 
And therefore if this Trad? mag; contri- 
bute any thing, either to the confirming 
thoſe that ſtand, or the eſtabliſhing thoſe 
that are ready to fall ,' or recovering of 
thoſe that are already gone aſtray, the 
Author hath his end, 'and deſires thee 


to give God all the Glory, © 
Honoured 
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* Honopred Sir, , J | 
| Underſtand Foy, fone chi who 


' [report -1t -taime,: as from. you, 

''' That you delire.ſome Scriptures 
may be purt'to thole particulars which 
I formerly ſent you ,-wherein.1 gave 
you'an account: ob my Judgement, 
which accordingly: here I have done. 
If any dothink fit to examine this Pa- 
per, 'aqd to- return 'me an Anſwer 1n 
Writing, I expect that he ſhould con- 
{ider it as it doth ſtand in order , and 
declare. expreſly his Aflent and Con- 
ſent to the ſeveral Particulars, if he be 


convinced. that they are the mind of 


G:O' D in his Word ; or if he Ditlent, 
that. he give the Reaſons thereof in 


a Scripture-way. | 
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8 181 ' My Judgement, according to the Scri 
MN |! Pptures, is as followeth, That 


|; r. Firſt, Jehovah Chriſt, by th 
bl appointment of the Father, and by th 

ſl ij \ anointing of the Spirit, is eſtabliſhec 
# for ever to be the only Lord over th 
|| - Conſcience, and Law-giver to thi 
il | Soul, 7/a. 33. 22. Toſhew that this 1 
i meant of the Lord Chriſt , compare 
TY Iſa, 32.1, 15. and 33. 17, 18. and 42 
| IT, 4, I6, 21. the 18. verſe of the 33 
chap. of 1/e. is applyed by the Apo: 
ftlein 1 _ I. _— the times of the 
Goſpel, fo allo is 1/a. 42. I, 2, 3» 4+ 3Þ:+ 
pions by Chriſt to himſelf, eh, I'2. 
I7,21. Gal. 6. 2. Jam. 2. 8, 10,11,12. 
i and 4.12. Row.14.9,11. Heb. 12.2, 6. 
Fi Deut. 18.18, Joh.16. x3,14,15. A&s 3. 
l | 22,23. 1.8.10, 16,20. 1 Cor.12:3. Mat. 
Iþ i T2. 18. Mark 2. 2B. Luke 6. 5. Math. 
$7.5. As 7.37,38. Pſal. 68.8, 11, 17, 
18. Pſal. 2. Matth. 28, 18, 19, 20. 
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dh. Secondly, The = 
nil, 2 


tyres of truth are. perfed, - anc 

ſafficient in all caſes whatſoever, of 
Dodrine, of Worſhip, of Diſcipline, 
of.Government, and of Canyerſation, 
2 Tim,3.15,16,17, Rev.22.18, 19. COms 


| pared with Dent, 4» 12- Prov, 304 6. 


Mark 7. 7,13. Dent; 12: 32. Levit. 18. 


34, Dent. 17. 15, 20. Joſh, 11:8, Joh, 


| 20. 30, 31, Gal. 3.15. Hatth, 22. 9. 


" 3dy. Thirdly, The Ten words are 


a perfe&t and compleat, ſtanding, un- 
changeable Rule of Life, in all matters 


& 


of Duty to be peformed, and of Sin tg 
be avoided, ?ſal. 19. 7, 8, 9.. 1/a.8. 20, 
Row.3.20. and 4.15. 1 Job. 3.4. Dext. 
12.32: | Pet. 1.23,25.Dext. 4. 1, 2,13, 
Laks 16.29,30. Dent. 5.22. Exod. 1,27, 
28. and 31.18, Pſa). 119. throughout, 


_ and particularly verſ. 126,151. Joh.20. 


35» Jam. 1.25- Prov, 8, 8, g. Matth. 

15, 17,19. Roz. 3.31.1 Joh. 2.7, - 
4thly. Fourthly, The Seventh day, 
which. is the laſt day in every Week 
| A 4 >, 


£33. 
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i! in 'the. ty rerurnis'of it,. is: alone 
| Mt | that particular, peculiar day'1 1n'every 
I}/'' —- week, which is the weekly Spot 


I day, to be kept holy'to Jehova, i 
{Rik obedience to' his Command' as ſaah' 
i Exod.20. 8,9. Deut. 5,12, I5: 
| - © I:Firft, Becauſe thoſe weighty | Rea 
it fons which Jehova the Law giver him: 
Ii felf- hath given tv enforce Obedience 
[ll to his Command,in obſerving a week: 
[il ly Sabbath day holy to himſelf, dc 
43'S properly and only belon ,and are ap 
Fj , plicable to the Seventh Ay, which 1 
|. the laft dayinevery Week, inorde 
Ll - of time, in the weekly-returns of it, a 
tt a weekly Sabbatlrday,and to no othe 
ih day ig the week; "Exod. 20. 11. 
hi 11 Firſt, God reſted only upon thi 
8 Seventh day, which is the laſt day' 
; "the wecek,and upon t10 other Gay inth: 
j week as a weekly Sabbath day; Exos 
= 20-1: and 31.15, 17. compare Ger. 1 
throughout, particularly ver/.5,8,13 
| 31.with chapt. 2.1,2,3-Heb.q.3;4.Ex06 
1 16.23,30-Lev29.3,  2dly 
: 


£5] 
. 2dly, "Sec6tidly,” God bleſſed only 
the Seventh'day, which'is the laft day 


of the week; 'and no other day of the 


week,as a Week) y Sabbath'day; Exod. 


_ 26. ro, ri\compared with Gey. 2,23. 


zaly,” Thirdly, God ſfandified onl 
the vventh dy, which is the laſt d3 
of the week; and no'dther day of the 
week as +week! y 'Sabbarh day : Exod, 
20. 10,11;*compared with Ger. 2.2; 33» 

24ly.- Secondly , Becauſe all * the 
Scriptures throughout where the holy 
Spirit ſpeaketh of Tl x weekly Sabbath 
day. = HS $ | 

r. Firſt; The name and thing of 
a weekly Sabbath day 1s givenonly 


to the Seventh, which' is the laſt day 
1n the weekly returns of it, and to no . 


other day in the week 'as a weekly 


Sabbath day ; Dezxt. 5. 14. Exod.:20. 
1@. and 16. 25, 26, and 31.15, and 


35. I. Lev;-23. Zo AFs 16, 13, and [7 
2, and 18.4. Luke 4.16. Matth, 24-20. 


2dly. Secondly, , There is no Com- 


mand 
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wand given for the obſervation 


of-anty 


_ other day in the week as a weekly 


Sabbath day to Jehovab but only the 
feventh, which is the laſt day of the 
week. in the weekly returns of it 5 
Exod. 20. 8,11. Det. 5. 12, x5, Exod. 
164,28. and 34- g1.and 35. 13, and 23; 
12, and 3I. 13,14, 15- Levit, Ig. 3,30, 
and 23+3- and 26. 2, Neb,9, 14. Jer 
17.21, 22. Matth, 28. 1$,19,2p. Eztk. 
20, Iy, 20, and 44. 24+. Luks 23. 5, 6. 
Levit. 10. 1, Fer, 7.23, ZI, 
399, Thirdly , There 1s no Pro- 
mile made to the obſervation of any 
her day of the week, as a weekly 
Sabbath day, but only of the ſeventh, 
which js the Jaſt day.of the week in 
the weekly returns of itz 1ſa. 56.1,8. 
and 58. 13, 18. Jer. 17. 24s 25426- Zee 
v#t. 26, 2,13, Exod 16.29, Mark 3-27» 
Ezek, 20. 20, 4 6; 
4thblz. Fourthly, There 1s no 
Threatning either denounced againſt}, 
er execrated ppon any that ſhall not 


obſerve 


It k 
obſerve; any other day, as a weekly 


Sabbath day;, but anly the Seventh 


day which. -is the laſt day of the week 
In the weekly returns of it 5 Ex9d.29. 
9, 10.and 3I. 13, 14, I5» and 35:-3s 
Jer. 17. 27. Exed. 26. 21. Nebem, 13, 
I5, 2, iu * | , AN 
- 3dlz. Thirdly, Becauſe God hath 
put this into Nature, Exod. 20.10, thy 
Stranger 3 Dext, 5,14. the three fult 


Chapters ta:the Komazs, particularly, 


chap.2. 14, 15, 26, 27. and 3 9, 20. 
I: Cor, 11.-14+ Nature bath its teach» 
Ings3 the Humane nature in the firſt 
Adaws was made and framed to the 
perfeCtion of the Ten Words, ſome 
notions whereof are {till retained, 
even in 'the Corrupt ſtate of fallen 
Man ;- cotnpare Gez:. I. 26, 27. Eccle'. 
7. 29. Epbeſ. 4. 20. Col. 3. lo, 
The Law of the ſeventh-day Sab- 
bath was given before the Law was 
imed at $3747, Exod.16.23.even 


from the Creation, Gem. 3. 2, 3- given 
to 


' 


£ 5. 

to Adam in reſpet of his Humane 
nature, and in him to all 'the World 
of humane creatures; compare Gey.' 
1-t4- and Pſal. 104. 19. with Levit. 
25. 21. and: Num. 28! 2,9,10. it Is 
the ſame word: in the Original yax-p 
nadim, contracted » Mognrdes © 

| Set times of Divine appointment 
for ſolemn Aſſembling, and for Gods 
inſtituted Service, are directed toy 
and pointed at by thoſe! great Lights 
which the Creator hath ſetup in the 
Heavens; P/al. 19. throughout, com- 
pared with Rom. 10. 4, 5,6, 7, 8,18, © 
19, 20, Dent. 3O. 10,15; 'Foh.'1. 9- 
Every man hath a Law and Light-of 
Nature which he carrieth about him, 
and is born and bred together with 
him 3 Thoſe - ſeeds of Light and 
Truth, Rom: 1. 20, though they will 
not Juſtifie- him in the (ſight of God, 
and bring a Soul through, and ſafe 
home to Glory, yet there, even lince 
Hdan's fall; are thoſe reliques and 


dark 


dark letters 6f His holy Law of the 
Ten words to preſerye'the" memory 


b 


of "our firſt created Dignity, and for 


ſome other'ends , ' though theſe Seeds 
are tÞterly corrupted now, Tit. 1. 15. 
Natural Reaſon will telF men, that' 
ſeeing all mer'in all Nations do mea- 
ſure their times by Weeks, and their 


weeks by Seven days, 'they ſhould: 


( beſides what they offer up of their 
time, as due'to God every day ) give 
one whole day of every Week to 
their Maker, who hathallowed them 
ſo liberal/a-portion of time, therein 


to: provide for themſelves 3 ( there 


being no other proportion of time 
that can ſo well provide 'for the ne- 
ceſſities of ' Families, as Six dayes 'of 


every Weck, and that is fo well fitted: 
to all funQions, callings,'and employ- 


ments.) And the light of Nature; 

when cleared up; will'tell men, "That 

all labour and motionbeing 1n order 

to reſt, and reſt being.the FRO 
| an 
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; C1) 
and end of labour, into which labour, 
work, and: motion doth paſs, thay 
thercfore the Seventh, which | 1s the 
laſt day in every Week, is the fitteſt 
and propereſt day for areligiousReſ}, 
unto the Creatar;, for his Worſhip 
and Service; Gem. 2. 1, 2,3. Exod. 
20. 9, 10, IT. Dent. 5. 13,14. Hehz 
4. 1, 11- Exod, 31. 7.. Row. 14- 13 
Exod. 23.12. and 34-2. Naturedoth 
ſuggeſt that man and bea(t ſhould - 
bave a Relſting-day every. Week, 
Dewt. 5, 14, -'. 

The, Lord, Chriſts obedience unto 


this forrth Word, in obſerving in. his 


life time the Seventh day'as a Weekly 

Sabbarh-day, which is the laſt day of 

the Week ia the weekly returns of at, 

and no'other day of the Week as {i 

is.a part of that a Righteouſneſs 

which every ſound Believer doth ap- 
Irph in order to his being 


w_ a the ſight of. Gad ; 3 
luch perion. is to conform unte 
. Chriſt. 


C7] 


and 


17. John 15, 10, 12, 14. Matth, 
II. 28, 29, 30 John 13. 34. Heb. . 
12, 2, | 


Francis Bampfeeld. 
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' The will of Gods good pleaſure is the 
by ſole Rule and Hale of - all bis 


_aFTings towards the Creature, -— —- 


/ The holy Will of God revealed ir his 
boly Word is the ſole Rule and Nea- 
is of all the Creatures aFings to- 

. . wards God. 
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_ Hononted Sir, and very much Reve- 


 "'renced inthe Loyd; 


| (3 as is the Obligation you have 


laid upon me, in condeſcending ſo 

— far as to communicate unto me 
thoſe Scripture grounds and reaſons , 
which have: had ſteh an irrefiſtable influ- 


© ence upon your Conſcience; as to under- 
go ſuch. a change' in your Judgment and 


Practice, relating . to the obſetvation of 
the Weekly Sabbath, from what you have 
formerly belicved and practiſed, and that 
Fam fully perſwaded in Godly lincerity : 


This, Sir, is as I underſtand the diſcourſe 
_ of many, the wonder of not a few,and the 
| grief of ſome. F171 


* 


F do acknowledge, that the report 


- © which _ ſay was brought unto you, was 


true; I did indeed deſire that you would 


| bepleaſed at your leiſure, if you thought 
' good, to adde ſome Scripture-proofs to 


thoſe Propoſitions which I had formerly 


received 'from you : - which, I think I 


B ſhould: 


[ 10-] 
ſhould not have taken the boldneſs to have 
done, but that you had given me encou- 
ragement , as | ſuppoſe you remember 
when, and where, and how : which now 
that you have done, I ſhall endeavour to 
obſerve your- order m gtving yau my 
thoughts of them, and that, as they ſtand 
m your Paper; and according to your 
defire, expreſly declare my afſent,- and 
conſent to the ſeveral particulars, fo far 
as I am convinced that they are according 
to the mind of God; and wherein I diflent 
to give you my reaſons thereof, and yet 
as you expect ina Scripture way, ſo far as 
Tam able and underſtand the meaning of 
that expreſſion, and ſubmit all to your ſe- 
rious examination, | 

1. Concerning your three firft Pro 
fitions, I do both heartily afſent, and un- 
feignedly conſent unto you, ſa far as I 
apprehend arighr your mind in them, as 
divine truths of infallible veracity, deeply 
engrayen im the Word of Truth, . Oh that 
they were as deeply engraven in the hearts 
of all the Lords profeſling people} Only 
I crave leave te tell you, - 

I. That whereas for the proof of the 
firſt, That Jehovah Chriſt is by the ap- 

| potatment 


pointment of the. Father , &c. whereas, 
I ſay, for the proof -of this you quote, 
if I miſtake not, near about 26 Scriptures; 
I cannot either aſſeht or conſent , that 
every one of them ſpeaks clearly to the 
confirmation of the Propoſition, poſſibly 
they are miſ written by the Tranſcriber ; 
however the Truth is ſufficiently con- 
firmed by ſome. of them, and I think all 
of them may afford matter of comfortable 
meditation for the right improvement of 
Chriſts Kingly Office, which perhaps ts 
all that you intend by them. Bleſſed be 
the Lord, the Government is upon his 
ſhoulcer, //a. 9. 8. that he-is the King of 
Nations, fer. 10; 17. that he is the King 
of Saints, Rev. 15, 3 head over all things 
to the Church, Eph. 1. 22. hath power 
over all fleſh, to give eternal life to all 
thoſe the Father hath given him, 7oh. 17. 2. 
That Scripture ( which is well obſerved 
by you) in Jſa. 33- 32. is much to be 
taken notice of ; for underſtand the. 
words tn a Spiritual ſence, and they are 
exclulive of. all other ; Chriſt alone, Chriſt 
and ng other, is our anly King, and our only 
Law-gwer. It is true, the Commands of 
the Ma ttrate bind the Conſcience, and 
Ds | B 2 we 


(12) 
we muſt be ſubject for Conſcience ſake, 
Rom. 13. 5. yet not immediately, but by 


the intervention of Gods Command, 


Rom. 13. 1,2. nor yet univerſally, but 
with limitation z we muſt ebey the Lord 
Chriſt , upon the bare ſight of his will : 
but the Laws of men, are farther to be 
confidered of, that ſo our obedience unto 
them may be without ſc ,_ and our 
ſubjeftion not from - ſelf-intemth, but in 
decd-and in truth, from: principRs of Con- 
fcience. | 
2dly. Whereas for the proof of the fe- 
cond Propoſition, that the holy Scripture 
of truth is a perfect and ſufficient rule, for 
Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, you 
produce eleven or twelve Scriptures : 
thus far F conſent that the propoſition is 
true, and ſufficiently proved, thongh ſome 
of the Scriptures are upon ſome account or 
other, miſtaken or mifquoted, as Gal. 3. 
I5. which perhaps you intend for Gal. 6. 
I6. The one ſpeaks not to the point, as the 


other doth; from the latter Chemmirius, as | 
I remember, conceives that the Scriptures 


may be ſaid to be Canonical; they are in- 
deed a perfect Canon, nothing to b&'at- 
ded thereunto, not by any Revelation 
from 


a 


* - 


' ning 


| [13] 
from the ſpirit, much leſs from any human 
Traditions, 2 The. 3. 2. Gal. 1.8, 9. Ifan 
Angel from Heaven preach any other Do- 
Ctrine, let him, ſaith the Apoſtie again, and 
again he ſaith it, let him be dccurſed. Yet 
I think this limitation is fit to be inſerted, 
that there are ſome Circumſtances concer- 
Worſhip, and Adminiſtration of 
Church affairs (fuch I mean, as are com-, 
mon to humane Actions and Societies ) 
which are to be ordered by Chriſtian pru- 
dence, but ftill according to the general 
rules of the word , which ought al- 
wayesto be obſerved, that ſo as, 1 Cor. 
I4. 40.. All things may be done decently 
and in order ; that [ all things] that is, 
all the Ordinances of God, for of them he 


peaks, as appearsin the foregoing verſes : 


Prayer and ſinging of Pſalms &c. This text 
gives no other power to any Church, or 
Church-Governors.,but that-all ſuch things 
as God appoints, be done decently with. 
out uncomlinefs, and orderly without con- 

fuſion. Ek, 
3dly. That whereas for the proof of the 

third Propoſition, That the ten words are 
a perfect, compleat, and ſtanding rule, cc, 


you produce at leaſt twenty Scriptures : I 
| B 3 7c "my 


[14] 
both Aﬀent, and Conſent, acknowledging 
the Propoſition ſufficiently proved; though 


1 muſt ſay, as I ſaid before, that every 


particular text which/' ts quoted, comes 
net up fully td prove the point, but a di- 
vine truth it is, beyond all contradiction, 
that as, Pſal. 119. c6. the Commands are 
exceeding broad, containing an infinite, 
and incomprehenſible treaſure of heaven- 
ly wiſdom, nothing perteining to holineſs, 
nothing is wanting that is neceſſary for 
direction to all men, in all conditions, be- 
ing it is an eternal rule of righteouſneſs ; 
and as atth. 24. 31. Heaven and Earth 
ſhall paſs away, but my word, ſaith the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhal/ 7ot paſs away. Thus God 
hath magnificd his Law, and made- it ho- 
nourable, 1/a. 42. 21. Thus you ſee, how 
in truth of theſe three propoſitions -..1 con- 


| ſent with you. 


4thly. But now for the fourth Propoſiti- 
on, that the ſeventh day, which is the laſt 
day in every week, in the weekly revoluti- 
on, 1s alone that peculiar qay in, every 
week, which is the weekly Sabbath day, # 
to be kept holy to Zehovah in obedience to 
his Commands, For the proof whereof you 
bring Zxoa. 20. 8,9, 10,11, Dent. 5. 12, 
: I3. 
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4) 3 W- 
13. to this] muſt craveleave to ſay; that 

as yet I can neither Aſſent, nor Conſent, 

|. being no wayes convinced by any thing I 

|. find in your paper, that is according to 

| the mind of God, revealed in his word, or b 
.| - provedinthe leaſt, cither by theſe Scrip- 

4 tures, or the reaſons produced for the 

proof thereof. 4 IPs, Ns 

That which takes hold of my Confci- 

ence, in this matter Iſhall lay before you, 


| when I have, EE 
x. Firſt told you, what is the Gene- 
I ral, Tobſerve in your paper. Ns 
| - 2. Secondly given .you ſome few pro- 


4 \ poſitions, which I think meet to be in- 

'  ſerfed here, to avoid repetitions hereafter, 

7. I obſerve, that all your Arguments 
are grounded upon a ftrong apprehenſion 
you are under, that'the ſeventh day, the 
laft day in every week, is the ſubſtance of 
. - the fourth Commandment : And thay it is 
'| moral natural, written in the Humane na- 
- 7|” ture in Adam, which" was framed to the 
' | .perfetion of the ten words, as you ex- 
f { preſsit in your third general reaſon, But 


) 

\ | 1n this, Icanneither Aﬀent, nor Conſent: , 

The reaſon of my Diſſent, you ſhall have 

in its proper place; I'mean, why I con- 
wo "BS ceive, 


[ 16 ] 

cejve, that though the Humane nature in 
Adam was made after the Image of God 
in righteouſneſs, and true holyneſs ;: yer 
the law for the laſt day of ſeven in every 
week to be the only day for the weekly 
Sabbath, was not written there. ' 

| 2a. I obſerve, that your apprehenſions 
are ſtrong, that the laſt day of ſeven in eve- 
ry week, and the Sabbath day, that is, the 
day of holy reſt of Gods appointment fo 
his ſolemn worſhip in every week, are nd 
mult be termes Convertible, and that the 
laſt of ſeved in every week, as it was at 
firſt, ſo it is now, and muſt ſo continue, to 
the end of the world, is the only day for 
that purpoſe. This I gather from thoſe Rea- 
ſons given to inforce . obedience fo the 
Commands which you ſay properly be- 
long to this day, and. are, as you think, 
applicable to no other day : herein I. can 
neither aſſent nor conſent, and why'l can- 
not, I ſhall give you my grounds, when 1 
have firſt” conſidered the propoſitions you 


8 


lay down before them. '_ OY 
zaly. I obſerve, and -that not without 
ſome wonder, that though the whole 
+ ſtreſs of all your Arguments, is in'a man- 
ner, laid upon the g,10, 11, verſes of Exod. 
Pp : : ; A 20 «+ 
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20, Yet I find nothing at all Argumenta- 
tively to prove, that the ſcope, ſence, and 
meaning of theſe mords, is toeſtabliſh the 
laſt of ſeven, in the revolution of ever) 

week, to be the only day of holy reſt, 
which is to be obſerved to Fehovah, to the 
end of the world; which is the propoſition 
you engage your ſelf to make good; which 
till you have done by ſome other Argu- 
ments than this paper affords, or by theſe 
Arguments more clearly ; I do believe that 
what you now -aflert, will not be ſo gene- 
rally received for truth, according to the 
minde of God, as you think it ought, and 
as it ought, if it be indeed the mind of Gad 
in his word, | 
' 2dly. Having gbſerved theſe things, 1 


' now crave leave to lay down ſome few: 


propoſitions, which being conſidered of, 
may be, accarding to whatI apprehend, 
of ſome uſe,.( they are at leaſt to me) to- 
wards the clearing up of the matter under 
debate, and meet to be inſerted here, to a- 
void as you ſaid, as much as may be, 
repetitions hercafter. They are as fol- 
loweth. _ pI 

I. Firſt, That all dayes materially con- 
ſidered in' themſelves, are equal, and of 

. c 
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the ſame nature in that reſpect, none more 
neceſlary to be obſerved than another ; 
none more ſubſervient to any: ſpiritual ad- 
vantage than another; every day had the 
ſame effictent cauſe, all being created by 
God, and all very good, Gen. 1. all, ruled 
and governed by him, and filled up with 
what providential diſpenſation ſeemed 
good in his ſight, Pal. 47. 16. Thus all 
dayes conſidered as I ſay materially in 
themſelves, now and ever will be alike: As 
they were under the Law, ſo under the 
Goſpel, none of them more eminent nor 
obſervable by any natural goodneſs than 
another. If this be ſo, and I think it can- 
not be denyed but that it is ſo, this will be 
one ſtrong argument, as I apprehend, to 
prove that the-laſt day of ſeven jnevery 
week, to be the only, and perpetual day 
for the day of weekly holy reft unto 7ehg- 
vah, was not written in the humane nature 
in Aaam in the ſtate of Innnocency, as I 
hope to make evident when I come to 
ſpeak to the third general reaſon. 

2dly. Secondly, That though the letter 
of the Text ought alway to be. carefully 
heeded, yet alway to ſtick to it; and never 
compare Scripture with Scripture, for the 
——_- | better 
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| better underſtanding of the ſence thereof, 


may prove a dangerous ſnare. This hath 
been the Butt of Contention between the 
Lutherans and the Calviniſts, and this hath 


by the Popiſh Generation, when and 
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» where they had power in their hands, the 
one holding too pertinaciouſly to the let- 
ter of the Text, Afar. 26.26, This is my 
body, for the maintaining of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation;, a ſad inſtance we have of this in 
that Conference at Huſſia, at /Marpirgus, 
I remember_( for the Book Ihave not by 
me ) between Luther, Adelanchton, Zuin- 
glims , Occolampadins , Bucer, and other 
German Divines, as it 1s related in the 
Annals of, Soultetus, where we read, that 
even Duther himſelf. rejected very ſtrong 
reaſons, againſt which he had nothing to 
ſay but Hoc eft corpus menm; this if the 
Tranſlator . of his Jſerſalis hath not 
wronged him, he receded from that opi- 


' - - nion before his death :. So the Popiſh 


Commentators ſticking to the letter of 
the Text , 7am. 2. 14. where it is ſaid, 
that a man is juſtified by Works, and not 
by Faith only, ſo far as they are believed, 
overturn the foundation of Faith : hoax 

ike 


been the death of many faithfull Martyrs, : 
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like in part may be faid of ſticking to the 
letter of the fourth Commandment, with- 
our minding the ſcope, ſence, and mean- 
ing of it: Ithink thereby a man ſhall caſt-- 
_ A miſt before his eyes, which will exceed- - 
ingly hinder him from the right under- 


ſtanding of the mind of God therein : If 
I ſhould do fo, I ſhould find it to be ſo. 
This being ſo,” makes way for a third Pro- 
poſition, which thus 1 lay down. 


PL. 


. 3dh. Thirdly, Though all « 
ceflary to be known, believed , and ob- 
ſerved, in order to Salvation, are clearly re- 
vealed (though not altogether, but) in one 
place or other of the Scripture, ſo that per- 
ſons of ordinary capacitics in the right uſe 
of means, afſſiſted'by the holy ſpirit of God, 
may attain a ſnfficiert underſtanding of 
them, ſo as not to periſh for want of know- 
ledge; yet all truths are not alike plain in 
themſelves,:nor alike clear to all : fome 


4 


hitias ne- 


things are hard to be underſtood, 2 Per. 3. - 


16. which' though Petey Cnoning no 

L wledge) faith 
ſome miſconſtrued to their own ruine 
yet, which is worthy our obſervation, nei- 
ther doth he, nor Paul himſelf ( who was 
yet alive, as ſeemed by that expreſſion in 
lc” the 
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the former part. of the verſe ( our beloved 
brother Paul ) and in all probability-knew 
as-much-in this matter as Perer did ) nci- 
ther of them I ſay, 'did clear or amend 
theſe difficultics, but let then alone as they 


. were. Thus it ſeemed good to the holy ſpi- 


rit of God, by whoſe inſpiration the Scrip- 


$3 ture was written, to have it ſo: ſome truths 


\ to ſay, they have been both ſo to me, bunt 


Y— 
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are as if it were hid under the rock, that ſo 
there might be digging and ſearching after 
the knowledg of them, as for hid Treaſures, 
Prov. 2.4. andifl ſay that the ſecond and 
fourth Commandmenzs may be reckoned 
amongſt ſuch traths, I think I ſhould have 
many that would fay ſo'too; T have reaſon 


blefſed be the Lord for that light, how 
little ſoever, I have received in the one 
or in the other. Doubtleſs it- concerns 
us therefore to be much in prayer,that God ' 
would open our eyes, that we might under- 
ſtand the wonderful things of his law, 7/al. 
119.10. The vaile that was upon the hearts 


| ' ofthe Jews in reading the Old Teftament, 


2 Cor. 3. 14, 15. is not fully removed from. 


| the hearts of the moſt knowing Chriſtians 


to this day : he that knows moſt, - hath 
cauſe to acknowledge he' knows. but in 


"rote 2 Cor. 13. therefore I may propoſe; 
ut I dare net impoſe any of my appre- 
henſions upon others. | 

4thly. Fourthly,*I defire this may be 
obſerved, which I ſuppoſe will not be de- 
nied, that a proof 7 ors by. comparing 
Scripture with Scripture, = neceſſary 
conſequence frem Scripture rightly under- 
ſtood, is a ſufficient Scripture proof, even 
of that which in expreſs words is. not 
found in Scripture ; That which we have, 
Jam. 4. 5- no wherethat I can ſee found 
in Scripture, in ſo many expreſs words and 
ſyllables, but the truth contained therein 
is clear; therefore the Apoſtle faith that 
the Scripture ſaith, that the Spirit that is 
in-us [uſteth to envy : Many ſuch inſtances 
might be given, evidently proving, that 
Inferences rightly . deduced , are to be 
valued as expreſs Scripcure. In A4at. 22., 
32. the Lord Chriſt himſelf proves the 
Reſurrection of the Juſt, not by expreſs - 
Scripture, but by conſequence. Thus for 
the Baptizing of Infants, and many other 
things which come frequently under ob- 
ſervation, we have not expreſs Scripture 
for, or in full, and entire ſentences toge- 


ther, but here a little, and there a little, 


which 


od 


1} 
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which compared together, and wiſely and 
faithfully unproved by rational Infe-' 
rences, ſufficiently prove that Truth they 
are brought for : And if the Divine infti- 
tution of the firſt day of the week, can be 
thus cleared up, for the day of the weekly 
Sabbath, as I doubt not but it may, it is 
ſufficient to me it is. M1 | 

He that conceives himſelf under no ob.. 
ligation to any thing, but what he hath ex- 
preſs Scripture for, in ſo many words and 
ſyllables, will either enlarge his liberty be- 
yond its due bounds, .or ftreighten his rule 
beyond what 1s written, and perhaps 
both : its a dangerous thing to refuſe him 
that ſpeaks from Heaven, which way ſo- 
ever he ſpeaks, Heb. 12. 25. 

5thly. Fifthly, Let this be alſo confi- 


dered, that the holy will of God, which. 


is the rule of all righteouſneſs, concerning 
What is.required of man to do, hath been 


©, revealed, though the time when, and man- 


ner how it hath been revealed, be not re- 
corded in Scripture. . This to me is cer- 
tain, for the will of God concerning Sacri- 
ficing, was without doubt revealed unto 


' Abel, before the Law fox Sacrifices was 


given; for what hedid therein, he did in 
Faith, 
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Faith ; and eminently found acceptance 
with God in what he did therein, Heb. 
x1. 4. neither the Light of Nature, which 


| is the knowledge of Principles, neither the 


Law of Nature, which is the conclufions 


drawn from theſe Principles, could ever 


have made known this way of worſhip to 
be a Duty, if God had not ſome way 
revealed his will to him therein. This 
I hope will be made evident when I 
come to ſpeak of the third general 
Reaſon. | 

If he had impoſed this upon himſelf, 
and that it had been the product of his 
own imagination, it had been will-wor- 
ſhip : therefore certainly he had ſome 
word for it, but when he received it, and 
where, and how that way of worſhip was 
inſtituted, for him to come to the know- 
ledge of, I never. heard of any that could 
find it in the Scripture; Great uſe may be 
made of this, if need were, for the clear- 
ing up of this preſent Controverſie,. con- 
cerning an expreſs 'word for the inftitotion 
and obſerving of the firſt day of the week 


to be the Lords-day, the day for his week- 


ly Sabbath; we might ſay, that it might 
be inſtituted; though it be not recorded 
when, 


hy 


(5. 8 
when, and where, es it was in the caſe of 
Abels Sactificing ; but I hope we ſhall not 
be driveh-to this, however I cannot but 
fuppoſe'1t' is good ufe for ſome eſpecially 
to confider of, © fo Hd US. 
6thly. ' Sixthly , I defire that this alſo 
may be'corifidered ; 'that what was deli-. 
vered —— Apoſtles, as they were gtided 
by the holy Spirit of Truth, ought 'to be 
- received and believed as defivered and 
ſpoken. by Chriſt himfelf. 
Chriſt -himfelf was never in perſon at 
Epheſus, and yet 'tis ſaid, Eph. 2. 17. that 
he came thither and preached peace unto 
them : we muſt underſtand it, that he did 


fo in the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, which 
was all one as if he had been there him- 
ſelf. None that I know of durſt ever un- 
dertake to prove, that ever they preſcri- 
bed bu for all the Churches to ob. 


ſerve; but what they recerved in Com- 
miſhorr from the Lord Jeſus. This was 
their charge, Aft. 28. 20. Teach what I 
command you ; and this was their practice, 
I Cor. 1T.-10, 23. What I recewved fron 
che Lord, thag I delivered unto you : ſo 
T Cor. 15. 3. L T4: - 

It- is evident, A&#. -T, 3, that Jeſus 
La: CG Chriſt 
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Chriſt ſpake many, things unto. them be- 
twixt his ReſurreCtion and Aſcenſion, con- 
cerning the Kingdom of God, 5.e, eſpe- 
cially the ſtate of the Goſpel-Church, of 
all which we have no knowledge ( I have 
not I am ſure) in particular what' they 
were, farther than-1s found in their pre- 
cepts and practice, recorded in the New 
Teftament ; And what if I ſhould ſay, that 
the change of . the day from the laſt in 
ſeven, to the firſt in feven, was one of 
theſe things, I know not what- could 
be ſaid againſt it; but of that \more 
hereafter. _ | 0622 ll 
 -7#hly. Seventhly , Though: I have de- 
clared, as above, my aflent- and conſent 
.concerning the Ten words to be'perpe- 


tually obligatory, or a ſtanding-and un- 


changeable rule for all Chriſtians im. all 
ages to walk by, that fo they-may walk in 
all well-pleafing unto God, :(as. once I 
heard very ſolidly proved by your ſelf, 
m an Exerciſe wholly upon that ſubject, 
from Pſal. 19. 6, 7,8, 9. as I remember) 
though-I ſay, and ſay it again, that herein 
I conſent with you ; yet I ſay it now, and 
muſt ſay it again hereafter, that the day 
of weekly hely-Reſt is altered, and yet 
45 | that 
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that alteration is no diffqJution of the Com- 
mandment, and that no tittle of the Law 
is broken thereby, and that the firſt day 
of the week is and ought to be as much the 
weekly Sabbath for the Chriftians now, as 
the laſt day of the week was to the Jews 
of old.; and that there, is as good graund 
(though perhaps not ſo clear to.every one) 
for the change of the day, as there was at 
firſt for the choice of the day : this is di. 
rectly contrary to. what you aflerted in 
Your paper. =: yas #5Y 5: EE it, 
I come now according as you deſired 
me, to take your 4th Propoſition in to con- 
fideration, and your Reaſons in order as 
they ſtand,” whereby you endeavour to 
confirm it, having again, and again in ſome 
weak meaſure, I praife the Lord, prayed 


_ . fortheaſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit of truth, 
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On 


to y__ and direct me that I may-write 
' nothing againft the truth, but for the truth; 
being at this preſent under the actual con- 
ſideration of the dreadful ſentence that I 
may be called to an account, I know not 
how. ſoon, before the great and glorious 
God, for what I think, for what I write, as 
well as: for what 1 ſpeak, or whatIdo: x 

bleſs God I am willing that truth ſhoyld be 
T " "WS " truth 
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truth, and appear to be truth. Your fourth 
Propoſition ( though I have repeated it al- 
ready, yet I think it meet to repeat it here 
again ) is this; TE F272 
The ſeventh day,:which is the laſt in day 
in every weck in the weekly returns of it, 
ec. And for the proof of this, you pro- 
duce Exod.-20. 8,9,10,M. Deut.y, 12, 15. 
I conceive youlay the whole ſtreſs of your 
Arguments upon that in Exed. and that 
you do not ſo much agimagine, that Dexr. 
the 5th affords oY any more help, than 
what you have from the other alone. 
This is that which: is to: be taken into- 
ſcrious conſiderations, whether your Pro- 
poſitions takes in, or be agreeable unto the 
full ſence of the Commandment, and that 
the Commandment ſpeaks the ſame _ 
that the Propoſition doth; it ſeems as yet 
far otherwiſe to me, and 'that the Com- 
mandment requires only the obſervation 
of one day in ſeven, and doth not inſtitute 
ny} particular day, cither the laſt or the 
 Thelaſt of ſeven had its inſtitution, as 
you ſeem to acknowledge, ( which I was 

glad to find in your paper ). in Gez. 2. 3. 
where, and when'the firſt day had its infti- 
tution 
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tution will be enquired into when this Pro- 
poſition is cleared, viz. That the fourth 
Commandment requires only the obſerva- 
tion of one whole day in ſeven for the 
weekly Sabbath, not inſtituting either the 


firſt, or thelaſt, for any ſuch intent or pur- 
poſe. And becauſe, as Solomon: ſaith Prov.6. 


23. that the Commandment is a Lamp,;and 
the Law 18 a Light, I deſire therefore in. the 
ſtrength of the 'Lord -Jeſus, depending up- 
on him for light and direction, to look ip- 
to the fence and meaning of this Law : 

But firſt I ſhall premiſe this, That 

As the ſecond, ſo the fourth Command- 
ment comes inſome thing under a dif-- 
ferent conſideration from moſt, if not 
from all the reſt: my meaning is this; 
-There is fomething in each of them is mor- 
ral natural, and ſomething which :s only 
Poſitive. In the ſecond Commanament 
this is moral naturaI' that God ought to be 
worſhipped, not as men will themſelves, 
but as God himſelf wills and preſcribes ; 
but in what.ordinances, or acts of worlhip, 
this is only poſitive. So in the fourth Com- 
mandment this is moral natural, that there 
be a time; a ſufficient time for the ſolemn 


- worſhip of God, and yet ſuch a ſufficient 
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time, as leaves ſuſticiency of time for our 
worldly buſineſs and affairs. This the light 
of nature will teach, but without ſome re- 
velation of the will of God, nature cannot 
determine the time, as to the frequency of 
its revolution, or if that, not the particular 
day that ought to be the time, which is the 
matter under debate betwixt us, but of 
this I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more 
hereafter : only I mention it here, becauſe 
this is that which I have now to do, to give 
you my reaſons why I conceive that what 
the ſubſtance of the fourth Command- 
ment requires; either as naturally ;moral, 
or poſitively moral; or Gods manner of 
reſting, or his bleſſing and RG the 
. day of his reſt, or the revolution of time in 
which the day ought to be obſerved, what- 
ever it/ be, reacheth 'no farther than the 
obſervation of one whole day in ſeven, not 
direCtly pointing out any particular day, 
but only by conſequence at the laſt of 
ſeven becauſe it was enjoyned before. 

Now I cannot better nor in fewer words 
give you my reaſon of this, than to give 
you an account of my Faith,what I under- 
ftand to be the ſence and meaning of the 
Commandment. and it is this; 
| | 1. Firlt, 
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Ir 7. Firſt, I obſerve as it were the open- 

U ing and'giving forth of the Command- 

oe metits, *verſ. 8. Remember the- Sabbath 

Tt | day, that is, the day of holy reſt of Gods 

f appointing, to keepit 'holy+to the Lord: 

- F In Demt.F. 12. Atext quoted in your pa- 
. 


l I r, we havethis which is the moral ſub. 
1 . ſtance of the Commmindment not given as 


© rr forme other places it is, by it ſeif alone, 
e | but together with/all the ten words in its 
e |]. - proper place and order; and whichis to 
i $ mevery obfervahle, the reaſon from Gods 
|. Y” reſting is' omitted; neither is it at all en- 
l, _- forced from the Creation, but from a Type 
f |, of otr Redemption, their deliverance from 
c the Egyptian bondage. Such a material 
n _  omifſionor alteration ſeemeth to he figni- 
b- ficant of ſomething, whereof more here- 
c WE {OT | | 
© - 2aly Secondly, in the ſhutting vp or 
” | Conclufionof the Commandment;verſe 11. 
f Wherefore the Lord bleſſed, and fancti- 
|, fiedinot the ſeventh day ( of which more 
S | hereafter) but the Sabbath day of holy 
- reſt: this 'is evident, yet neither m the 
- | opening; nor ſhutting'up of the Command- 


* "'% ment where we have the moral fubſtance 
'". of the Commandment, there is no menti- 
p- 1 C 4 on 
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on of any particular day at all, - 
 _ 34h. 1 obſerve what intervenes and 
comesin by way of explicatjon or inforce- 
ment of obedience, between the opening, 
and ſhutting up of the Commandmeut,and 
therefore incomes to be obſerved. . 
1. Firſt, In what revolution. of, time 
God had appointed thyjs day of holy reſt to . 
be obſerved, and that is one whole day of 
ſeven, of every ſevendays, fix for labour, 
one for reſt, ver/e 9. and former part of ver. 
IO. Thus far we have a comely, order in 
the Commandment,ſuitable to. the infinite 
wiſdom of 'God, firſt, ſettling a day that 
ought to be obſerved, and then the -reyo- 
lution of time in which that day ought. to 
be obſerved; how often, not one in twenty 
days, nor one in ten days, but one in ſeven 
days, one day in every week, which .is 
well obſerved by your ſelf in the third Rea- 
ſon. | 1 
2aly. Secondly, I obſerve the enforce- 
ment of. obedience to the Gommandment 
from Gods example of reſting the ſeventh 
day, verſe 11. Here I do acknowledg the 
laſt of ſeven is mentioged,. but not ag,any 
branch of the unchangeable moralſubſtance 
of the Commandment, nor the obſervati- 
| 0 
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on of it directly required but onely conſe- 
quently, being inſtituted before as is'aC 
knowledged by your ſelf: and it muſt be 
acknowledged by all, that the laſt of ſeven 
here mentioned, had firſt of all the honor 
to be the day of Gods appointing, and ac- 
cordingly it was obſerved, and no other, 
till the time came that another day the 
_ of ſeven, was to ſucceed in the room 
OT 1t. 

:: Theſe are the Particulars of the Com- 
mandment, which as far asI can appre- 
hend, are moſt obſervable in thoſe four 
Verſes quoted in your Paper, and in none 


of them all can I find any thing that ſeems 


to give any Teſtimony to the Truth of 
your has cs OT I 
I. Nothing as was ſaid before cither in 
the giving forth, 'or ſhutting up of the 
Commandment, there isno mention of any 
particular day, one or other. Fo 
\ 2. Nothing in what intervenes be- . 
tween. 8 | | 
IT. Nething in what expreſſeth the re yo- 
lution of time wherein the day of holy reſt 
is to be obſerved. Six days ſhalt thou la- 
bour, Thus'I underſtand this limitation, 

or rule for direction. 
. T, SIX 


[33 
I. Six days ſhalt thou labour, unleſs 
God otherwiſe, appoint; and he did ape 
point in the old Adminiſtration, other days 
to be kept holy, which though not alway, 
yet ſometimes fell out on ſome or other of - 
the fix working days, This I think none 
will deny. Rr | 
2. Further, Stx days ſhalt thou labour, 
not excluding the ſolemn worfthip of God 
out of thoſe ſix days, as is well obſerved 
by your ſelf; as if it were a:\m:for a man 
ro. hear a Sermon, or to ſet ſome hours a 
part for prayer any of theſe fix days,. as it 
' 1s for a manto work upon that day of ſe- 
ven which God ſets apart for himſelf. ..  - 
3. And yet further, which'is moſt to be ta- 
ken notice of. Six daies,&c.relt one, not en- 
— \joyaing the laſt of ſeven that was inftituted 
before, but onely thus, Six parts of the 
time ſhall be for your ſelves, the ſeventh 
ſhall be mine, as Ger. 47. 14. you ſhall 
haye four parts, faith 7oſeph, the fifth ſhall 
be Pharaohs. Let all be divided into five 
parts, . four ſhall be for your ſelves , the 
fifth ſhall be for the King, not telling them 
which fifth but only one of five. SoLev.23. 
\7.Let all be divided into ter, you ſhal have 
nine,the tenth ſhabbe theLords,not appoint- 
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ing them which ten, but only one of ten; 
Thus TI underſtand the word,fix daies of the 
week ſhall befor your ſelves, -one ſhall be 


mine. Thus I-finde not one word for the. 
laſt of ſeven, and which I muſt remember 


.again, in the third Reaſon you plead the 


equity onely for one of ſeven. piegl 
I have heard that you alledged the He- 
brew particle 53 verſe.1Q. as emphatical; 
but becauſe you do net mention it in your 
paper, | ſhall ſay nothing to it now, but 
when you form your Argument from1t, 1 
ſhall give that which ſatisfies me for the 
preſent in Anſwer to it. 2597 
2. As nothing is here where the revolu- 
tion of time is fixed which ſpeaks in behalf 
of your Propoſition, ſo I find nothing at 
allin Gods example foritz nothing there 
but one day of ſeven, fromthe beginning 
of the Creation; but it. doth not therefore 
follow that: it was the mind of God, :that 
the ſame day muſt be obſerved for ever, I 
ſhall give yov my reaſon why I conceive 
Jo, when firft I have' given you the ſence 
wherein I conceive the words are to be un: 
derſtood.: Thps, We muſt not underſtand 
this properly according to the Letter, for - 
the infinite glorious divine eflence ceaſeth 
CE: | no 


Las] 

no more to work than he ceaſeth 'to be 
God; neither doth he reſt as man doth, 
becauſe he is weary, 1ſa. 40.28. We are 
therefore to underſtand his ceaſing to Cre- 
ate; from the works of providence order- 
1ng, and Giſpofing all things thathe hath 
_ made he never reſteth, according to that 
_ Zeb. 5.17, Having thus given you the ſence, 
now I ſhall give you my Reaſons, why I 
conceive that this example of Gods reſting 
15 not alledged: here to lay an obligation 
upon the Conſcience, that the ſame day 
wherein he reſted, which was the laſt of fe- 
ven, ought to be obſerved for ever. 

1. Firſt, It ſeems to me to relate to what 


{God himſelf did, rather then-any way pro- 


pounded as an argument to prove that for - 


which you urge it. Twill give you a paral- 
lel Scripture wherein the Example of the 
Lord Jeſus is thus to be underſtood, 1 Cor. 
11.23. We have there the inſtitution of 
the Lords Supper, when, and how it was 
inſtitnted, repeated out of the Evangeliſts, 
and Chriſts example is related as to the 
time when, that it was not onely in the 
night, but in that particular night in which 
he was betrayed: now this is not recorded 
*asa binding rule for our imitation,for then 
night 


[37] 7 
night Adminiſtrations ſhould not onely of 
abſolute neceſſity be obſerved, but that 
particular night in witch he was betray- 
ed, which is commonly called with us 


Thurſday night, which is more.then ever 


L heard, that any one praCtiſed as a neceſ- 
ſary duty ; Iam ſure the- Apoſtle Paul did 
not, As 20. 7. -This example of Chriſt 
then, ſeems to be hiſtorically related, and 
whether the Jike may not be ſaid of Gods 
cxample in the Commandments, let it be 
conſidered... But | 

2. Secondly, Though Gods example be 
hiſtorically related, yet it muſt be acknow- 
ledged to be ralated for ſome ſpecial ead 
and purpoſe : As the example of Chriſt in 
the forementioned Scripture was without 
all doubt mentioned upon the higheſt 
ground of reaſon; which ws 99 of here 
thought it mighr be of good uſe, yet it 
would be a digreſſion from the matter in: 
hand. _ ; 
And the ſpecial end, and purpoſe why 
Gods example is here related, ſeems to be 
this, even to ſhew that what is required in 
the Commandment is equal and reaſon-: 
able, and for mans good : The holy Laws 
of God arc oftcu called Judgments; as for 


other 


_ 
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other Reaſons, ſo ſpecially I think for this 
to. ſhew that God: requires nothing but 
what is juſt and equal. Thus God reaſons 
the caſe with. thoſe, Ezek. 18. 25. Hear 
ye me O houſe of Iſrael, are not my waies 
equa! ? and therefore certainly the ſence of 
the Argument from Gods example which 
doth belt ſhew the equity of 'the Com- 
mandment, and to be for the good of thoſe 


that obſerve it, is the beſt, and trueſt 


ſence. Now to argue that becauſe God 
wrought the {ix firſt daies of ſeven, and 


then reſted the laſt of ſeven, this carries no 


convincing reaſon with it, that therefore 
we ought firft to. work -fix dates of the. 
week, and then to reſt the laſt day of 
the week, and to keep it holy to the 
Lord. _, p94 os 
- Reaſon, right Reaſon, if that alone were 
to judge, would rather judge it fit to keep 
the firſt of ſeven holy to the Lord, and 
feeing by Divine allowance we have fix 
for one, take the fix laſt to our ſelves. In 
reaſon we may hope, that the work on 
Earth will ſpeed beſt, when our work for 
Heaven is done firſt: But now to argue 
from Gods example, that it bindeth nei- 


ther to the firſt of ſeven, nor to the. laſt of 
42] ſeven, 
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ſeven, but to. one of ſeven, carries very 
great reaſon in it. 3179 

For it the-great God, who needs not 
one moment either for reſt, or for work, 
who never fainteth, who never is weary, 
wrought fix dayes, and reſted one, how 
much more thould poor frail man, hold 


that proportion, who by reaſon both of 


bodily weakneſs, .and ſpiritual wants, 
needs ſuch a competency of time both for 
his worldly imployment; and Soul res 
freſhments; and thus much you ſay your 
ſelf-hath been already noted.' Thus you 
bave my reaſon why I conceive there is 
nothing in Gods example, that affords any 
help to afford your Propoſition, | 

3. Thirdly, I find as little in Gods 
bleſſing and ſanfifying the Sabbath-day, 
for. that which you alledgeit. 
\ 1. Firſt, To give the ſence, [7 be ſanits- 
fied it] 6. e. ſeparated it from common 
uſe, to be filled up with ſuch duties as he 
appoints; and then [] bleſſed ir } 5. e. ap- 
pointed-it to be a day of bleſſing. - A day 
naturally conſidered, is capable of no 
other blefling , but only to be a means 
of bleffing according to Divine appoint- 
ment ;- but his bleſſing and fanctifying ir, 

| - ſecures 
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—_— the bleſſing to the right obſervers 
OI it. EL 
Now for my reaſon why herein I diſſent 
from you; tis this, He bleſſed and ſany 
fied it, but not as it was the laſt day of 
ſeven, but as it was the day of his Reſt, 
declaring thereby Creation work to be 
perfected. Neither was his reſting, ſo far 
as I can ſee, the ground of his bleſſing and 
ſanctifying it, but as conſidered in con- 
junction with the reaſon of his Reſt, his 
finiſhing the Creation; and alſo with the 
reſult and conſequence of his Reſt, viz. 
his magnifying and honouring that day 
for the time being, above all other 
dayes, for the greateſt work then in 
being. | 
.- Whether this bleſſing be applicable to. 
no other day but this, as you ſay it is not, 
in the third Branch of the firſt Reaſon for 
the' confirming your Ptopoſfition, ſhal 
| be conſidered of when it comes to be 
ſpoken to, in order as it ftands in your 
Paper; and I hope to. make the con- 
trary to appear, at leaſt it appears ſo 
to me. | 
4- Fourthly, To mention it once again, 
though it was hinted beferc, in the very 
con- 
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| Cconclufionof the Commandment, ver. 11. 
\ though the laſt of ſeven is mentioned in 
the ſame verſe, in the words immediately 
foregoing, it is not ſaid, I mean in that 
place, that he bleſſed and ſancified the 
ſeventh day, ( though it be ſaid, that he 
| did bleſs it, Ger. 2. ;ih the ſence that is_ 
$' given above) but-he. bleſſed and ſancti: 
| Hed the Sabbath-day.- What ſhould be 
the reaſon of the ſudden change of the ex- 
preſſion? 1 conceiveit may be this, and 
| think it may. not-be unworthy of your 
ſerious conſideration; it may be this I ſay, 
Becauſe the Command -for the Sabbath 
; day, was to be of a larger extent, than the 
F' laſt day. of ſeven. I cannot but think; 
that if God had intended to, bind his 
Church itzall ages to the end of the world, 
to. the laſt day of ſeven, as you conceive 
he hath done; he would have fixed upon 
that . day in the concluſion of the Com- 
mandment. | | 
__ * ThusSir, I have given you my reaſons 
1 © whyTdiflent from you,in that ſence which 
you give of the Commandment/ m your 
Propoſition: And why I adhere to that 
Propoſition , that the fourth Command- 
, ment requires only the obſervation of one 
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ſecures the bleſſing to the right obſervers 


of it. 


Now for my reaſon why herein I diſſent 
from you; 'tis this, He bleſſed and ſanti> 
ed it, but not as it was the laſt day of 
ſeven, but as it was the day of his Reſt, 
declaring thereby Creation work to be 
perfected. Neither was his reſting, ſo far 
as I can ſee, the ground of his bleſſing and 
ſanCtifying it, but as conſidered in con- 
junction with the reaſon of his Reſt, his 
finiſhing the Creation; and alſo with the 
reſult and conſequence of his Reſt, viz. 
his magnifying and honouring that day 
for the time being, above all other 
daycs, for the greateſt work then in 
beng. : 

-- Whether this bleſſing be applicable ts 
no Ttþer day but this, as you ſay it is not, 
in the third Branch of the firſt Reaſon for 
the' confirming your Propoſition, ſhall 


| be conſidered of when it comes to be 


ſpoken to, in order as it ftands in your 
Paper; and I hope to make the con- 
trary to appcar, at leaſt it appears ſo 
to ME. & 

4- Fourthly, To mention it once again, 
though it was hinted before, in the very 
con- 
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concluſion. of the Commandment, ver/. 11. 


though, the laſt of ſeven is mentioned in 


the ſame verſe; in the words immediately 
foregoing, it is not ſaid, I mean in that 
place; that he bleſſed and ſanGified the 
ſeventh day, ( though it be ſaid, that he 
did bleſs. it, Ger..2. :ifi the ſence that is 
given above) but-he bleſſed and ſancti. 


hed the Sabbath-day..- What ſhould be 
the reaſon of the ſudden change of the ex-, 
preſſion? I conceive it may be this, and. 


I think it may not-be unworthy of your 
ſerious conſideration; it may be this I ſay, 
Becauſe the .Command for the Sabbath 
day, was to be of a larger extent, ihan the 
laſt day: of ſeven. I cannot but think, 
that-if God had intended to, bind hs# 
Church itzall ages to the end of the world, 
to. the laſt day of ſeven, as you conceive 
he hath done, he would have fixed upon 
that. day in the concluſion of the Com- 
mandment. | 


* ThusSir, I have given you my reaſons 


why.Edifſent from you, in that ſence which 
you give of the Commandment! m your 
Propoſition: And why I adhere to that 
Propoſition , that the fourth Command- 


ment requires only the obſervation of one 
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day in ſeyen, not fixing it either upot-the 
firs, or the laſt day of ſeven, but only by 
conſequence pointing 'at the laſt of ſeven, 
then to be obſerved, becauſe it was ioftitu- 
ted before, and to continue till} the firſt of 
ſeven was to ſucceed. it. 1134h<" 
As Solomon faid 'in the place formerly 
quoted, -Prov. 6. 10 David his Father ſaid 


the Lord'ss pire, enliohtning the eyes; and 
x is. the light which the 35ers of lights 
hath giveti me- from 'the Commandment. 
I ſhall ſhut up all that for the preſent I in. 
tend toſay, as for the ſence of the Com- 
mandment; with this ; - that as the ſecond 
Commandment, as I ſaid inthe entrance 
ihto this diſcourſe, may parallel with the 
fourth Commandment, in requiring ſome- 
thing which is ſuperadded to the law and 
light of nature ; -ſo' 'tis evident in this, 
that as the ſecond Commatidment/doth de- 
termine the worſhip of God, but only in. 
the General, that it be according to: his 
revealed will, and 1inder that General, 
both old Ordinances, Sacrifice, Circum- 
ciſion, and the Paſſover inſtituted , elſe- 
where are there required; So w_ 
Likewiſe New Tcſtament Ordinances, 
| Bap- 
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jv: ore and the:Lords Supper art: both 


rehended;;” though neither: named; 

the foutth "Commandment, both the 
To yoke and firſt of ſeven, are 'icom- 
prehended, though neither of themdirect- 
Iy* xeazted ; but onely one of them:conſe- 
quentially 3 as'was faid before, becauſe for- 
merly/iriſtituted 510 that the fourth -Com- 


 mandmient' is perpetually obligatory for 


one day'in/ſeven,” angthen the! ſubſtance 
of the' Commandment is (ill unchange- 
able; thus the day admits of a change; 'not 
as-a Ceremony; butas « Circumltatice ; 
the chuttze of the daydbeing no. morepre- 
judicial»6 the moralityof the fourth Com- 
mandefit%; than the'/ehange of —_ 


to'the morality of the ſecond Co 


ment.” L150 5rd Dons tt) blaow 
And farther 1 add his, that I confeſs 
am at'2'very great loſk,. how. it ſhould be 
ſo as it hath denn, aridias it is at this day, 
that ,in' # manner; the, whole Chriſtian. 
world ſhould centre''in the obſetyatiun of 
the firſt day, if it had/been a breach of the 
fourth Commandment which hath been ſo 
often-read, and ſdoften'preached upon.” 
Before] roceed toi ſay any more than 


what hath been- fid!'to thoſe Reaſons 
D 2 which 
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' which are produced in-your paper for the 
confirmation: of your Propoſition, I ſhall 
give youin as few words as poſſibly I gan, 
what I have for the ne to ſay, for the 
change of the day, from the: laſt ;@f-ſeven 
to the firſt of ſeven; and that being done, 
-E conceive I ſhall not need to. ſay:muchto 
any of the Reaſons, though I intend not, 
by the Lords aflaſtance, to paſs over::any 
of: them without ſaying, ſomething ; and 
thatas you deſire, :according:to-.the. order 
as'they fſtand- wiho 71 43a 5k 
-.Fo:make entrance. into this which I am 
now: to 'ſpeak unto;z;:as none denies but 
thatthe laſt of ſeven ;was, the only day. in 
thErevolution of \every weck to:be' kept 
holy;to the Lord: tai;the end ofthe old 
world, (65.e.) of the Church that then was 
of rhe Jews, till th> time of -Refarmation 
ſhoyld come, Heb. g. 10. ſo:1 congeive it 
cannot with reaſon' be denied ';-but that 
ſince the beginning of the new worldz;(5.e.) 
of the Chriſtian Church, ;frequently in 
Scripture called theiworld to. come, I men- 
tion-only that Heb, 2.5, ſince then 1 ſay, 
it cannot I think,with any ſhew. of reaſon, 
be denied, that the firſt of ſeven; hath been 
generally acknowledged in all;Chriſtian 
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Churches unto this day, and will be ( to 


ſpeak'as yet I do believe) till-time ſhall 
be no more ;_ though by what Authority, 
is. the great-matter_in. queſtion, © but the 
thing 'is- certain, though it hath'been of 
late, as I have heard, dropt up anddown, 
in and about the Town, that this exalting 
of the firſt day of ſeven above the laſt of ſe- 
ven was doneby the Authority of ConfFan- 
tine: I wondred at this when I heard of it, 
for though it'be true that Euſebins, writing 
the life of that ChriſtianEmperor faith, thar 
by law he enacted,-that the firſt day of the 
week, ſhould be the great weekly holy day 
to the Lord : Yet to conclude from hence, 
__ was: the mapa _ change of 
the day ; ,w& may. ell conclude that he 
was t RR Neligion ; for by his 
publique Edict, the publique profeſſion of 
it. was eſtabliſhed. in all his Dominions, 
The Chriſtians of thoſe dates then recei- 

ving, as I have often thought, .an anſwer 
to thoſe Prayers which their Fore-fathers 


in Chriſtianity no doubt poured forth be- 


fore God, according to that injunction and 
direction, 175m. 2.1, 2. that they ſhould 


pray for Kings andall that be in Authori- 


ty,that.they might lead a quiet and peace- 
| D 3 able 
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able life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; 
which was much about 300. years: before 
Conſtantine was barn, at. leaſt. before: he 
ſate in:the Throne. Let Euſebi; himſelf 
be conſulted (I could cafily quote the 
place if I had the book by me ) and from 
him we may learn, that as the Chriftian 
Religion, ſo the Chriltian Sabbath:was ob- 
ſerved on the firſt day long before Conſtan- 
rines Cradle was made; and not anly.ſ6; 
but before there was a Chriſtian Magiftrate 
in the world it was ſo-::and yet, as. 'tis ap- 
parent tome, by divihe. Authority, or elſe 
there was none in the. world at all; for in 
the new world, that is, in the ſtate of the 
Goſpel Church, old, things were paſt a- 
way, ' old -Sacrifices , old Coyenant,, old 
Sacrament, the Seals of the Covenant, 
this none denies; even ſo we likewiſe the 
old Sabbath : for the proof of this; let that 
Scripture, beſides others that might be 
mentioned, be duly conſidered, Gal. 4. 
Io. The Apoſtle there reckoneth up Teveral 
ſorts of the Jewiſh Feſtivals, and condemn- 
cth the obſervation of them in all Chriſtian 
Churches-( for upon: the .ſame: account he 
condemns them in one Church, he con- 
demns them in all) This wilkappear to be 

ſo 
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fo,ifwe conſider the Apoſtles ſcope in that, 
and in-hisEpiſtlesto ſome otherof theChutr- 
ches. But to mention one is enough for all, 
it was to oppoſe ſuch of theCircumciſion as 
thoſe mentioned, Aﬀs 15 1,2.that mingled 
together the Law of Afoſe;,with the DoQt- 
rine of the Goſpel, * and that in the matter 
of Juſtification, and in order to Salvation; 
with this error, which was then a growing 
error, it is evident'the Church of Galaria 
was infected, upon this account it might 
well be that he' was Articled againſt, for 
teaching every where to forſake the Law 

of Moſes, and againft the Temple, Atts 21. 

28. as Paul himfelf no'doubt knew that it 

was formerly anArticle againſt Stephen, that 

he ſpake blaſphemous words againſt the 

LawJand that he ſhould affirm that 7eſus of 

Nazareth ſhould deſtroy the Temple , and 

change the Cuſtomes that ſes delivered 

them, As 6. 13, 14. | 
Objebt. If it be objected that the Apoſtle 
there condemns their yearly Sabbaths, the 

Sabbath*of che ſeventh year, the Sabbath 

of the Mtieth year, the year of able, 

and not the weekly Sabbath. NE 

"By 'way of Anſwer, I deſire that the 

words of the Apoſtle may be duely weigh- 
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ed;Ye obſerve Dayes,and eonths,and Times, 
and Years, I am afraid of you, left I have be- 
Bowed on you my labour invain. By Years, 
we underſtand their Yearly Sabbath, cal- 
led the Sabbath of Arronement, and their 
Sabbatical years as above mentioned; by 
Seaſons, their Annual Feaſts, of the Paſlo- 
ver, Penticoſt, and. Tabernacles; and 
by Months, their Monthly Feaſts called 
their ew Mens, all this is clear ; now I 
confeſs I cannot ſee what can poſſibly be 
meant by Dayes, but their weekly Sab- 
bath dayes, eſpecially finding in Lev. 23. 
where all their Feaſts, and Holy ayes; 
eight 1n number, are reckoned up; their 
weekly Sabbath is put in the firſt place, as 
It were, by the Apoſtle. _ Feel 

I foreſee two things may be objected a- 
gainſt this Interpretation. 

Objef. Firſt, it may be ſaid, the Sab- ' 
bath of the ſeventh day. cannot | be. here 
mentioned, for then Paul ſhould condemn 
his own Practice. $2 _ 

Anſw. But this is eaſily Anfwereg, for 
though we read, As 16. 13. that on the 
Sabbath day, that is I grant on the ſeventh 
day Sabbath, he went out of the City and 
preached to women,that reſorted ONE to 

6 # : tnelr 


'þ 


"” W  9_ ww 1 Sy 


LARA 
their publique'worſhip:and As 17.2. that 
eu in the Synagogue of Thefalom- 
ea 3 Sabbath days together, yet this was not 
as obſerving the ſeventh day Sabbath, 'but 
for the opportunity of the Jews aſſembling 
together on that day, which he could not 
have upon the firſt day; and ſo for a while 


condeſcending to their weakneſs, ſome o- . 


ther of the Jewiſh Rites, as my be inſtan- 
ced in Circumciſion; were borne with. To 
conclude from hence that he did this as ob- 
ſerving the ſeventh day Sabbath as the 

did, it may be well concluded that hedid, 
and therefore we muſt obſerve the Feaſt 


| Penticoſt; becauſe he went up to Zeruſa- 


{em at that Feaſt, as we read, As 18. 21- 
which we may be. ſure he did net for 
the Feaſts ſake, but for the Aſſemblies 
ſake, that he might have the greater 
opportunity to. preach the Goſpel unto 
them. + any » 

But now if we would know what day 
of the week it was which he obſerved in 0- 
bedience to to the fourth Commandment, 
look into his pratice among the Convert- 
ed Jews and Gentiles, and there we ſhall 
find that he obſerved the firſt day for the 
Sabbath day, and paſſed by the ſopurk 
. . ay, 
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day, as will be ſeen” by and by, n-its pro- ; 
per place. 

[2, Objelt. It's objeted by ſome, and 
thoſe-great ang:learned perſdns, that this 
Interpretation: overthrows''the' Morality 
of-the firſt day 'of- the week; as well as 
the laft day of the week, and for that end. 
they thus interpret this place , and fre- 
quently urge it : But nothing they alledge 
from hence, I do acknowledge, could ever 
make any impreſſion upon me, and my 
reaſon is this. . 

Anſw. Look what thoſe ind the Cir- 
cumciſion, that were fo zealous for the 
Law, ſought to-impoſe upon the Chriſtian 


- Churches, that and that only the Apoſtle 


oppoſeth : Now it ſeems to me beyond 
all queſtion, that they never ſought to im- 
poſe the farſt day Sabbath, and therefore 
that ſtands, and will ſtand: unſhaken, not- 
withſtanding this Interpretation of the 
Text; and the Interpretation ſtanding 
firm, "notwithſtanding! theſe Objections, 
it ſeems yer' clear to me, that Chriftians 
arc under. no obligation at all to the old 
Sabbath , it is dead apes, # ſerved its 
time. 


yo Now Le it will be asked, 
if 
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if this be ſo, where have we any expreſs 
inſtitution either for the firſt day, or” for 
any other day?” Muſt we not then, if a 
word of inftitation cannot be produced, 
obſerve, as ſome ſay, every day for a Sab- 
bath, or take that day thoſe in Authority 
do appoint, be it one of 10, or one of 20, 
or have no Sabbath at all? | 

 Anſw. I Anſwer, Neither ſo, nor ſog 
every day is not the Sabbath day, any 
more then every Supper is the Lords 
Supper, or every Table the Lords Table: 
Neither may we admit of one day of 10, 
or 20, for that 'is againſt the _— 
of. the fourth Commandment, whi 
requires not. only the obſervation of 
a Sabbath, but one day'of ſeven for a 
Sabbath. ; 
'. And that ' we have fufficient ground 
( which I: confeſs can be no leſs than Di- 
vine Authority ) for the firſt day of feven, 
I now come-to give you my reaſons why 
I ſo believe. 

Only let:me* have leave firft to ask, 
where is there an expreſs word of inftitu- 
tion for the laft of ſeven ? | 

In the fourth Commandment there is 


none, that. only requires the obſervation 
| of 
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of one of ſeven ;: all the inſtitution. there 
is forit, is in Ger. 2. 3. Which is not ex- 
preſs, (though. I acknowledge it-ſuſfici- 
ent) but only imply'd in; thoſe words, 
Ged bleſſed the ſeventh day, and fanitified»vt ; 
and I hope there is as clara word, 


( though perhaps not altogether found in 


One place )) which implys the inſtitution 
vf the firſt day, as that which in Gen. 2. 
doth of the ſeventh day. — mere 

Before I proceed to that, I deſire this 
may be obſerved; That there ,is the ſame 


' reaſon for the inſtitution of the firſt of 


ſeven, that there was for the inſtitution of 
the laſt of ſeven. 1 ſaid before what I 
thought to be true, that the Lord blefſed 
and ſanctihed the ſeventh day; not only 


| becauſe he reſted on the ſeventh day, ha- 


ving perfected the work of Creation; but 
alſo becauſe of the reſult and conſequence 
both of his reſt, and of his perfecting his 
work, _— his honouring and exalt- 
ing that day above all other dayes; there- 
by now we know, that the memorial of 
thoſe ſignal works of providence wrought 
upon the day, hath been the occaſion of 
the advancing that day above other. So 


the Jewiſh Paſſover, Lev. 23. and the 


Feaſt 


hb. 
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-Feaſt of Purim, Eſt. 9. 21,:23. and out 


5th. of November, in memory of the diſco- 
very of that Treaſon'plotted, and that nos * 
thing came to execution but the Traytors 
themſelves, - Now this (being - acknow- 
ledged to'be ſo, hence-then it may be 
argued, That what day foever above: all 
other dayes,' God honours with his-nioſt 


eminent -work,. is to be the day of holy 
| Reſt unto God, This will .clearly carty 


it, and greatly, ſtrengtlien;-though:bur 
an implyed: inſtitution. forthe firſt day: 
for that was the day of ithe Lords eſt 
from. the :moſt great,” aid&ithe; moſt glo- 
rious of: all his:works, the work of:-Re- 
demption;eu iii ii , 950 mon 

I hear. fomething hath::been alledged 
againſt this, that the firſt: day of the weeks 
was not the'day of Chriſts:ReſurreCtion, 
and that the/Tranſlators of the Bible have 
done us -wrong in ſo rendring it : It-is 
ſtrange to. me' if any ſhonuld fay ſo, but 
I ſhall ſay; bothing to-it:now;, becanſe 
your- Paper, ſpeaks nothing of it ; whew- 
ever you'think fit to form; the Argumenit 


| from the exrox you ſuppoſe in.the Tranſla- . 


tion, there is:as I underſtand one (and 
one that' js well able todo it )- prepared 
1764 to 


SM © 
toquſtifie the Tranſlation,” and hath done 
it, many moneths ago; to:him 1 leave 
it,: becauſe, as I ſaid, your Paper gives 
me no occaſion to ſay any thing of if. 
However this 1 mult ſay , for the proof 
of what hath\been faid, I cannot but 
afſert this, that it is an Article of my 
Faith, : that' the: Lord. Jeſus-roſe again 
the third day, 1 Cor. 15. 4; Luk, 13. 32: 
wat. 16. 21. aud that as certain it 1s, 
that the firſt; day of the week after 
mis: Paſſion week, is and was the third 
day after his :Paſſion; 'the Lord of Life 
hid down' his /life.,' and--was obedient 
aiito death., [the ſixth day of the fore- 
going week, which with us. is called 
Friday, lay in: the Grave the remain- 
ing part of that day, that night, and 
all: the ſeventh: day, (when the old 
Sabbath I think was buried. with him ) 
and! then that'night, and [aroſe earl 
the next, morning, which was the fir 

y. - of the "week after ' his | Paſſion ; 
2:that his bleſſed body ' continued in 
_ the: Grave: two whole nights, one 
whole day , and ſome part of the two 
other dayes, ' the fixth and the' firſt of 
the:. week following:, in all about 36 
- | hours: 
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'hours : .And--this wis accounted three 


dayes and'ithree nights , 'according*to 


the allowed Dialect of thar Nation, as 


one/ of the -nioſt learned in the Jewiſh 
Antiquities: 4''think | this' Nation afford- 
cth, by ſeveral inftances/ makes good: 
And indeed- there ſcems _— ks ſorne=' 
thing in-'the:-Scripture*for - it, Efthers 
Faſt was for three days, Uat- three 
nights, yet-'on the thiyd day after her 
Feaſt began, ſhe 'preſetits her" ſelf He- 
fore the King, and” invites him 'to''# 
Banquet,: Ef. 5. r.-This ther is evi 
dent, the ReſurreQiori'i of? Chat; not> 
withſtanding any thing! that *T- think 
can be ſaid againſt ' ' the” Traiiſletiot 
was upon- the firſt day of the week; 
beſides what” hath been Maid? alte 
the Scripture is expreſs forit; Duk; 24.7 : 
The ſame day, i.e. the” - day of 
ReſurreCtion ;' the rwo deſeiples wer: Ps 
velling ro Emaws; and wn. 21. they ſay, 
this day was the third day: 'thius the Res 
ſurrection of Chriſt being*upon-the fie 
day of the week, ( tho ro to * J 
properly it was not ſ0- _ the ground, 

4s the occaſion of- the-choice of 'the* 


day, becauſe then it was”: —— 
thar 
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that the price of our Redemption was :; 
both paid and accepted-) the: day of. | 
Chriſts Paſſion could not .give..the like 
occaſion, becauſe though the price was 
paid, the Surety was not diſcharged, the 
Grave was a part of his humiliation, he 
was not raiſed from all the ſorrows of 
death, till he was-raiſed from- the Grave, + 
Mets 2.24, >ipgh ©: IT ” 

And as the day of Chriſts Paſhon, ' 
could not for . this cauſe give this oc- | 
caſion for the; ,change of the day, ſo 
neither could the day of his Aſcenſion. 
On. that 'day.., indeed he. entred into 
the. place - of, Reft, to . fit, down on 
the. right hand-iof the Father, but it 
was..on . the day. | of | his Reſurrection 
that. he entred into the ſtate. of Reſt; 
ind this: day;,.. as I ſaid, on the firſt 


day,.of the..week,, . gives:-as -fair and 


ſtrong a .ground;, tor. fixing of the day 
of holy Reſt, on the firſt day.of ſeven, as 


| Gods reſting: from the work of..the Crea- 


tion did, for fixing it at firſt upon the laſt 
of MEE. no tt: 155 oh 

If it be ſaid, by this means we blot out 
the memory ofthe Creation, which ought 


not to be done... | 
eE It 
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- * It is true; it ought nor to be. done, that 
marvelous :great work coines within the 
compaſs of that Text, Pſa/m 111. 4. which 
ought to be had in remembrance; and the 
ſerious confideration of it, is a great relief 
in difficult. caſes': for what- cannot he do 
that made Heaven and Earth of nothing ? 
Thus they reaſon their: hearts into a be- 
lieving frame, Pſalm 124. ult. that. their 
hope, and their help, did ſtand inthe name 
of the Lord that made Heaven and Earth : 
we ought therefore; as 'E/hu ſaith, to mag- 
nifie Godin his warks which men behold, 
7ob 36. 24, 25. Only the work of Redemp- 
tion ought more eſpecially to be remem- 
bred, as the more.gloxious, and indeed the 
moſt glorious work: As therefore the 
work of Creation ought not to be forgot- 
ten, ſo the change ofthe day gives no 
cauſe for it; for as the firſt day. of ſeverr 
preſerveth the 'memory of our.Redemp- 
tion, ſd | 6ne of [ſeven . preſerveth the 
memory of our Creation, 'onely pre- 

eminence is given tothe wotk of. our 

Redemption. But it will ftill be ' en- 

quired where is the- word of -[nſtituti- 
on# :t- h | Sant. Ya Cn 24s 
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I Anſwer, 'tis acknowledged, that as 1 
ſaid before, I find ne expreſs word for 
the Inſtitution of the: laſt day of ſeven, 
ſo wehave noexpreſs werd in ſo many 
letters, and. words or. ſyllables for the 
Inſtitution of the firſt day of ſeven ; but 
we have ſeveral particulars, which, not 
taken apart, but: laid - altogether , will 
clearly, and-I think,” undeniably impl 
it; and which was obſerved in the fourt 
Propoſition, which . way ſoever' God 
ſpeaks his minde to us, we ought 
not to deſpife him that ſpeaks from 
Heaven, ot TG en St 
: Now among ' all theſe particulars ; 


T defire theſe maybe, in all ſobriety 


and ſeriouſneſs, taken into  confide- 
ration. 400 Tr6115.-.000 

 1- The firſt is this, which I think 
none will deny; that Jeſus Chriſt the 
Mediator, had power to change the 
day : I do not, I dare not ſay that he 
had power to change the moral ſub- 
tance of the Commandment, for it was 
not'in his Commiſſion; He came not to 
deffroy the Law , but ro fulfil #t; not to 
change the day from one of ns 
: 2 ut 


0991 


1 but that he had power to change from 
Yr { one day of ſeven, to'another day: that 
n, { Text. which. you quote © three - ſeveral 
ly { times, ſufficiently proves it ; He 5s Lord 
1e , of che Sabbath, (5. e. } of the day, and 
ut might do with his-ow1 what' he pleaſeth, 
ot {| evenashewas Lord of the Vineyard, -and 
ill /] * mightlet it out to what Husbandmen he. 
| pleaſed, Afarch 21. and' that which we 
t tead, 7ohn 5. carries a pgs appearance, 
2d that even then he began to manifeſt ; 
hr | that he had a purpoſe to change the day, 
m for there we read ,* that having healed the 


6 poor diſcafed man who had - been bedrid 
Ss | for thirty eight years together, he bids 

4 ' him take up Ps bed -and walk ; but why 
did he ſo? this was-exprelly againſt the 
letter of the Law; there' was no neceſ- 
firy. of it'for -the evidencing of the Mi- 
racle, 'that might have been done by his 
leaping, and. walking ; and the like was, 
Atts 3./ and Aits 14. hemight have'gone 
home, and come again' for his bed the 
next day; why then "might it not be 
to ſhew-'that he had: power and autho- 
rity over that day, equal to what hehad 
over the diſeaſe. ' To this purpoſe it is 
worthy our Cn IMs that all along 
wes 2 2 
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m. that chapter, he juſtifies his Acts a- 
gainſt the cavilling Jews, by aſſerting 
his power, as may be ſeen' verſe 17. 
to the end of werſe 22. AS it appears 
by this, that he had power to change 
the day, what if it ſhould be ſaid, 
that he did according to his power 
actually change the day, though when, » 
and how, it be not recorded. Let the 
fifth ' Propoſition be - conſulted for this ; 
there it appears, that there was word 
for inſtitution of Sacrifice, before Abel 
Sacrificed, ( though it be not recorded 
when ) becauſe God accepted his Sa- 
crifice. So he hath accepted the Ser- 
vice upon ' the firſt day of the ' week, 
the firſt of ſeven, and bleſſed - it as 
eminently he did. the laſt of ſeven, as 
I ſhall ſhew when I come. to ſpeak 
of ' your Reaſons, Why then; might 
he not inſtitute this day, though it 
be. not expreſs'd when , or where ? 
What can be ſaid againſt it, but that 
he might do in the one as in the ) 
other > Though it be not recorded, 
why may it not be thought to be one 
of thoſe things which he had to ſay 
unto his Diſciples ; and without he 
did 
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d1d fay' to them afterwards , becauſe 
they were not then able to. bear 
them, John 16, 12. Surely the change 
| of the Sabbath”, ' which they with 
| the whole body of; -that Nation , 
had ſuch an high eſteem, of, would 
|: hardly then have been received by 

them: 2 5: at Ell 
- 4. Fourthly, To me it ſeems very 
evident, that the day was changed 
either by  Chriſts own. immediate ap- 
pointment , or by his Apoſtles as they 
were guided, and directed by the ho- 

: ſpirit which they received, accor- 
'f ing to that promiſe, /7ohn 16. 13. 

and what they 'did teach , and 'pra- 
Ctice as thus guided, and directed, ought 
to be received and believed, as if it 
| | had been immediately done by Chriſt 
ict F Himſelf, as was proved in the fixth 
Propoſition. - | 
5. Fifthly, and that the change of 
, the day was thus appointed, either 
| . by Chriſt immediately, or by his A- 
| poſtles as guided by the ſpirit of 
| truth, theſe following particulars 'ſeem 
| to me undeniably to prove it.. 


E 3 1. Firſt, 
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. 1. Firſt, by the Apoſtles practice let 
that be ſcriouſly conſidered, as it is 
recorded in ſeveral.places; I ſhall: be- 
gin with that, As 20. 7. it is there 
ſaid, that when Paul came. to Troas, 


; where he abode ſeven dayes, up- 
| 3 which j 


on the firlt; day. of the w | 
15 infallibly proved to be the.': day 
of Chriſts Reſurrection, when the 
Diſciples came ' together - | ta '/ break 
Bread, Paul Preached. I defire this 


Text . may be conſidered in the fear 


of . God.. It was ſome grief to me to 
think how ſlightly, as I heard with- 
in: theſe few dates, ſome turn it off: 
for. if. it be, -as it ought to be, ſcri- 
ouſly confidered' of, it will appear to 
have much weight in it, for it' is clear 
in the Text, that Paw continued: there 
ſeven daies, and therefore was there 
on the ſeventh day Sabbath ;/ yet there 


is no mention that either he, or the * 
Church took any notice of it, more 


than of any other of the ſix -dayes, 
but upon the ' firſt ' day, the work of 
the Sabbath was "carried on, Paul 
both Preaching, and Adminiſtring me 
Fe oo. Lords 


| 
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Lords Supper. If this had been done 
upon the feventh day, and that he 
had begun*his Journey -upon. the firft 
day, it had 'made very much for the 
eſtabliſhing ' of the old 'Sabbath; where- 
as now it makes much for the eſtab- 
lihing of the new, and Chriftian Sab- 
bath; if there had been' but one ſuch 
expreſs Inftance of Pax/s Baptizing 
but one Infant in any of the Chri- 
ſtian Churches, I think it would have 
prevailed much with 'thofe that are 
umble, conſcientious, ,and godly (as 
FE believe many are, that ſcruple much 
the Adminiftration of that Ordinance 
to any that are - not able to make pro- 
feſſion of . their Faith ) if I ſay there 
had been ' but one fuch Inſtance, ſo 
plain and evident, in [the Scripture; 
it would probably have prevailed much 
with them, though there are Arguments 
ſufficient in the Scripture for it, yet 
they are not ſo plain to them : 
they would  ( it may charitably be 
ſuppoſed' }) have yielded that ſuch 
an Apoffle, would .not have dong 
this without Warrant, unleſs he had 


E 4 known 


we 


C64] | 
known the mind of Chriſt for it yet 
you ſee we have it for the Chi. 
ftian Sabbath, and ſhall ' this ſignifie 
nothing ? Surely what ever it doth 
with others, it ſignifies much. with 
me. he HIRE 
:2. Secondly, it is farther 'obſerved, 


- that. the one hundred and twenty Di- 


ſciples ſpoken of Ads x. and it may 
be ſome more with  them.; met to- 
gether diſtinctly frgm the ' Jews, and 
did not keep |. the Feaſt of. Pentecoſt 
with them , but together by themſelves; 
and this they did with one accord, as 
we read Ats. 2. 1, and. this upon 


the firſt day of the week, as may be 


undeniably demonſtrated: The Lord 
Jeſus was buried on the | evening ' of 
the fixth day, that day , being the 
firſt in the Paſſion week, but the 
ſeventh day Chriſt reſted in the grave, 
this was the ſecond day in the- Paſſion 
week in which the firſt fruit . Sheafe 
of was waved before the. Lord, 
Levit. 23. 11. and. from this day they 
began to count their ſeven weeks to 
Pentecoft as in the ſame Chapger ver!. 
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| T5, 16. (and which ſhould be obſer- 


ved, this day Chrsſt roſe again from the 
dead, and becomes the firſt fruits of them 
that ſleep,:1 Cor. 15. 20. ) which be- 
ing 'counted ſeyen times , the oth. 
day 1s juſt the firſt day of the week. 
So that it is clear, it was the firſt 


. day of the week. when the Diſci- 


ples thus met together, to obſerve it 
in the duties of the day, which with- 
out doubt they knew ts be the mind of 
Chnſts.!:::<- 12955 
3. Thirdly, .The Diſciples met to- 
gether. twice on the two firſt dayes 
of the two firſt weeks, immediately 
after -Chriſts Reſurrection ; if it 'be 
granted, that the firſt time they did 
not underſtand the change of the 
day , but ſhut the doors for fear of 
the Jews , becauſe of the informa- 
tion of the Sonldiers againſt them, 
that they had taken away the body 
of Jeſus , what can be ſaid againſt 
it, all things conſidered, but - that 
they knew the change of the day at 
their ſecond meeting ? and that 'then 
they ſhut the doors for fear of the 
Jews, 
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Jews; becauſe they did not obſerve the 
oldiSabbath, the ſame- that the Jews 


did, and as they themſelves former- 


ly had done. [Thus much of. the Apo- 
ſtles practice: Now it cannot be ſhew- - 
ed, that ever they gave any! reſpect 
fo the ſeventh:day Sabbath, as the 'day 
of | holy reſt -unto the Lord, after 
Chrifts Reſurrection ; that of their 
Preaching . ſometimes on- that - day , 
was 'opon another: account, as - hath 
been proved already. Neither doth 
it+ appear that any other 'did , by 
what we find in the Scripture. Its 
true, thoſe holy'/women mentioned in 
the Evangeliſts, ' obſerved it 'to the 


; kit, even ta the. day before Chriſts 


Reſurrection, and it was their duty 
Chriſt being not riſen. And for the 
Apoſtles, it is evident they ſhewed 
all reſpects after the Reſurrection, 
to the firſt of ſeven, none 'to the 
faſt of ſeven : And further, it 1s not 


' nothing what is recorded of the Lord 


Jeſus himſelf, that he appeared ſa 
often unto his Diſciples on that day : 
For though I lay not ſo much ftreſs 
Ep | upon 
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upon it, as I have heard others have 
done, ( for it is very probable, that 
during theſe 40 dayes, he appeared 


unto them upon other dayes as 
well as upon the firſt day) but this 


I ſay is not nothing, that there 
is no day mentioned by name, but 
the firſt day; if it had” been men: 
tioned, that he had -appeared unto 
them but once upon -the ſeventh 
day, EF cannot. but think it would 
have been much inſiſted upon. Has 
ving now | done with this, IT  pro- 
ceed from the Apoſtles practice to 
conſider ; | 2 

'2, Secondly, Their expreſſions ; and 
that which I ſhall here take ſpecial 
notice of, is. that in Apoc. 1. 10. 
where John gives this account of 
himſelf, that he was in+ the Spirit 
on the Lords day. This I have rea- 
ſon to believe was the firſt day of 
the week, and pointeth - at the in- 
ſtitution of it by Chriſt himſelf; and 
my reaſon is this, Scripture is to be 
interpreted by Scripture, even about 
the nature and meaning of a _—_— 
5; unleſs 


[68]. 

unleſs there be ſomething in the Text 
where it is uſed, why it ſhould not 
be taken in that Text as in others : 
This is generally acknowledged to | 
be a good and ſafe rule for interpre- f 
tation -of difficult places ; why then | 
may not this Phraſe prove it was the |» 
day inſtirured by the Authority of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as- being parallel with 
that of the Lords Supper, which was 
inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf > The 
holy Spirit of God  direted both 
Paul, and Foebn, in their. expreſſions, 
' neither of which is uſed but once a 
piece, and never applyed - to any 4|1 
thing elſe in the New Teſtament, but | 
to the Lords Supper, and to the Lords 
day ; why ſhould theſe Ordinances 
be held forth under the ſame ex- , 
preſſions, if theſe had not the ſame | 

_ inſtitution? | 

It would ſeem ſtrange to me, if 
any ſhould ſay, that the Lords þ 

' Paſſover in the Old Teſtament , 

( though a Supper Ordinance) was 

the Lords Supper in the New 
Teſtament; and it ſeems ſomewhat $þ 
ſtrange, | 
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ftrange, if the ſeventh day Sabbath, 
which was indeed the + Sabbath of 
the Lord: under the Old Teſtament, 
ſhould be: afferted to be the Lords 
day in the-New Teſtament, without 
fome further proof than to ſay it 
, 1s ſo:''] could produce Teſtimonies 
from Antiquity, of ſome that lived 
near, and of one that lived ſome 
conſiderable time with 7ohn him- 
ſelf, who have interpreted the 
Loras day mentioned in the Re- 
velation , ' to be the firſt day; 
but becauſe you quote no ſuch 
Teſtimonies., neither will I. I have 
been carefull to obſerve your- or- 
der., and to proceed in this 
order onely in a Scriptural way : 
Thus much of the Apoſtles ecx- 
preſſhons. + 
From their practice and expreſſi- 
ons, I come to the practice of the . 
Primitive Churches, as they are re- 
corded in the Scripture; as that of 
the Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 16.1, 
2: and that of Galatis, and of Tro- 
a formerly mentioned ',, who _ 
their 
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their weekly Solemn Aſſemblies on 
the firlt day; I forbear to ſay any 
thing in_ juſtification of our Tranſla- 
tion, becauſe as I ſaid before, you 
touch upon no ſuch thing in your 
paper , deſiring to be dealt withall 
in a Scziptural, . not in a Gramma- 
tical way , ' only I cannot but add 
this, becauſe I conceive it is according 
to Scripture, that it cannot with any 
reaſon be imagined, that theſe Chur- 
ches would have made ſuch an im- 
ortant. change of the day for their 
olemn Aſſemblies, from| what was 
formerly uſed by Gods appointment 
among the Jews, without conſulting 
with ſome at leaft of the Apoſtles , 
and moſt likely with Paul, as be- 
ing beſt acquainted with him. Hard- 
ty I think can there be produced 
any inſtance that particular Churches 
ever did determine any thing of - 
this nature, by their own Authori- 
ty., without -conſulting, I fay, with 
fame of the Apoftles; conſidering 
ow in other matters, not altogether 
of ſo great a concernment, they 
| con- 
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conſulted with Paul, 2 Cor. 7. and a 
"hardly. can it be-Imagined that the 


Apoſtles ' would ever give them any 


ſuch direction, unleſs they had known 


the mind of Chriſt. | 
Thus, Sir, I have given you, in as 
few words as the matter . would per:- 


mit, a true account . of the Reaſons 


of my diſſent from 'you, inthe 
ſenſe that you give of the fourth 
Commandment, and of what forrger- 
ly hath and till [doth fatisfie Fo 


Conſcience, that the day is changed, 


and that by. divine Authority --and 


that without any . prejudice to. the 


Authority . of the fourth Command- 
ment. ' "7 «4 40 213) ; 
.« That which 1 have * yet: to':dg/, 
is to. give you my thoughts con- 
cerning your Reaſons ,' producet 


[ 


for the confirming ' your 'Propoſition, 


which may be done: with a' little 


addition to what hath been ſaid al- 


ready;> © 20: GE 5 - VIS 
x. Firſt, You fay thoſe weighty 


dience 


reaſons: which , Jehovah the Saviour 
himſelf hath .given, to enforce obe- 
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-/ dience unto his Commandment, in 
obſerving a weekly Sabbath day 
holy to himſelf , -do properly belong 
and are applicable to the ſeventh 
day, which is the laſt day in every 
week in .order of time ; in the. 
weekly returns of it; as the weeks 
ly Sabbath day, and are applicable 
to no other day ;z and theſe yon ſay 
are three. Fo 
. T, Firſt, You fay, God reſted only 
upon the ſeventh day, which is the laſt 
day in every week. Fe: 
 Anſw. I anſwer, Thus far it is 
true, that God reſted on the ſeventh 
day, the laſt day fromthe begin- 
ning of the Creation ; but it ſeems 
to, me ' rather as a reaſon of that 
limitation , ſix dayes of ſeven being 
allowed for labour , one of which 
ſeven was a day for holy reſt, and 
not an argument engaging to ob-. 
ſerve the laſt of ſeven, for the 
weekly Sabbath to the end of the 
world : The reaſons that prevail 
with me ſo to judge, 1 have given 
before. ? 
_ 2. Secondly, 


- 9. DA: 

* 4Aly: Secondly; your ſecond and third Rea- 
ſons, I joynthem together, ho bleſt and [ar- 
Hified the ſevemth day, becauſe you bting one 
and the Tame proof* for both z and beſides 
they are tro be leoked'upon in conjun&tion to- 
gether, be ſanttified the ſeventh day, by ſepa- 
rating ut from common wſe, to be the", 
his ſfolemn'Worſhip , and he bleſſed it ; appoin- 
ring it to be a day of 'bleſſing ts the right We - 
vers of '5r. © In what ſetife 1 underſtand this, 
Thavegiven you an/account before, | © 

Ir is true'; when this' Law was firſt given 
to Adam, being then iti the ſtate of innotency 
(ſo you acknowledge-it 'was, and therein [ 
afſent'and conſent with'yon) the blefſing was 
applicable to-no other-day', but the laſt of 
ſeven ; becauſe man continuing in that bleſſed 
Rate , there: was nor; there con)d not be ſup- 
poſed a more eminent work than the'Creation' 
of the World; but* flow man being fallen , 
the- work of Redemption being every way 
more glorious than the work of Creation , 
the bleſſing is applicable ro the firſt ' day, 
the day of 'Chriſts ReſurreRion, for then the 
work of Redemption was manifeſted to be; 
fully perfeRed , and God bleſſed forevermore 

tath blefled- that as eminently as ever he did 
che former: day; not to mention that which 
ny F > 
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[743 
is and: bath been. done. among the Fhgehes 
of the Gentiles, - 111-95 11100 
1 defire you to. look backt ro the card par- 
0 , 'and f rhink, jr is there made eyident., 
me 5Rgs eaſt of; Pentecoſt, was, 108, rhe 
, then. the. Diſciples 'being t0 
te MC Ghoſt was given. to the, Diſci 
then ; 3am, thoſe miraculoys gitts,.and 
began, 1 to ſpeak, with tongues.,. whichy, they ney 
ver. underſtogd, before ,, and that day. three 
thouſand ſouls were adapd-to.the Church, by 
| the effecual ,working; of the Spirit.of; God | 
Þ wh the Minjſtry X the Apoſtles; and theſe | 
| ORs Ky preached, that zxe upon : DAgres x 
| el Alcemmiens Was not then this | 
day a "wy of bleſſing? was there everamore || 
eminent. bleſſing ;. or any [like unto. is onthe | 
old Sabbath, x ie laſt; of, ſeven,?. Whatever | 
impreſhon this makes.vpon. the. hearts of:o- | 
thers 1 know nax,, for, my/own pary kamauſt Ff 
| | needs fay. I cannot, buz.look upan KA4Fery: | 
[ worthy, of ſerious conſideration,-:--:in -- | 
| 6 .vecondly,, beſides thoſe Reaons- in | 
| the Commandment-you add further z- 1+.7 he | 
| name, and thing. of 4 weekly Sabbart' is given | 
1 onely to the ſeventh; day'c- 2. Thot ne: pre- 
w mc #made to. the Obſervers of ig hed gay; | 
if mo threatning my .ag4i1/t: wry thus frat | 


nor 
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wt obſerve any other" day in the wetk ; "a7"'4 
weekly: Sabbath day: , ah onely- the ſeventh , 
which 6 i the laſt day. 
.v8;T6 all theſe] anſwer from whack hack 
beemalready ſaid gn {6 
"IS Bieſt es forxhaname nad thing; thiss 
f thatwhich I obferve'ar firſt, :and: 'by this 
I am further confirmed in it that you appre- 
hend the laſt day'df- ſeven and the: wetkly 
Sabbath ; 5. e. the day that is to be obſerved al 
# day of hely reſt 'untd the Lord, are Terms | 
convertible'; which to'me is not'yet proved , 
though I have conſidered your” Paper from 
; end .roend , and1have given you my reaſons 
ſ wiyl ya ' believe, : nd muſt needs: believe 
| @Qill Iifſee them anſvered): that ahother is ir 
[ ſtituted in the room -thereof ,- and that by 
| Divine Authority ;' fo that't - once they 
were , \yernow they fem to me to be'no lon- 


ger Terms convertible; 
b: + 2dhp Secondly, as totthat which you by 
| e is 10 com for any) 61 hoy 


7 F __ Nepady giveh you my. Se the the 

| mandinent , that no''Jay is inftitured there, 
Heſt or laſt, nor {muck as'the obſervation 
| of :the' ſeventh direRtly enjoyned there, but 
oncty by conſequence, becauſe formetly infti- 
ence 4 fo thas both - Commaridment =_ 
Tihs 2 | f 


C26] 
the reaſops-of the; Commandment reach the 
brſt of ſeyey,.'as well as the. laſt of ſeven $:ſee 
before. | COAOLNEERTIOI 
;34y.;; Thirdly, you-ſay-phere «5 101 primſe 
to the obſervation of any aay, yor threatning a+ 


” 


gainſh te. wot-0b ſerving -of any:day as the week- 


ly Sabbath;;, but ently the-laft of ſeven.» 11 
A. anſwer firſt, 10 ſpeak properly: (as 1 
obſerve yok do ſo) the promile; is not tnade. 
r0 the day, but to-the' right obſervers of-it,':in 
the duties that-God appoints, , Now'the duties 
talling uporvthe Geſt day of the week: 12s 
have giyen;you the reaſbnhs.0f my Faith there- 
in already, the bleſſings,annexed to the.laftrof 
ſeven Fall, upon. theihrſt of ſeven, and have 
been given forth eminently: upon the? firſt of 


- 2dly..c, Secondly, |: anſwer: farther, that-as 
I find no. þlefling, promiſed. zothe.right, uſe of 
the Seals of the Covenant 'under. the old! Ad- 
rminiſtrationsbut-whay wereghen applied. one- 
ly ro the x ight ple; of Circumcil! en,::ahd the 
Paſleover, nor any thing-agaioſt any;Profa- 
ners or: contemners of .any.gcals of the;;Cove- 
nant, but-thoſe that contemned Circumciſion, 
and the. Pafſeover /; yeril.atn periwaded:thar 
Yau. Aleve the - Promiſes;;:1;; mean; efpecially 
the. Spixitual. promiles; annexed - to. the, od 


Seals, 
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Seals, the right obſervers of the new Seals, 
Baptiſme and the Lords Supper, may in faith 
apply ro themſelves. 'And the threatnings a- 
gainſt'the contemners of the 01d-Seals;,- thoſe 
that contemn or profane the new Seals; have 
juſt cauſeto fear may fall upon them : even ſo 
the'promiſe made'to the -o)d Sabbath the ſe. 
venth''day, and the threatnings' againſt the 
tranſgreflors of ity are applicable ro' the tranſ- 


greſſors and the obſervers of the new Sabbath, 


written for our” learning. Ls E FIT 
"\2dlj.T now'proceed to the 7d reaſon, 
which-is this, 'that God. hath put this com- 
mandement for the laſt of ſeven * into nature; 
which "if you had explained, as ir ſeems you 
underſtand ir, and\that the Scriprures quoted 
hadclearly proved it, 4think -4hould have 
been (ilent, and with a'lictle more-help I think 
ſhould: have cloſed with: you upon the' whole 
ia this marter.” Bur: I-muſt craveleave to ſay, 
that to me your expreſſions are' ſomewhat 
dark, and your -proofs exceeding ſhort, «-- 
1. Firſt that your way of expreſſing your 
ſc}f-js ſomewhat dark : for you ſay, God hath 
put this imo nature; but you do not expreſs 
whart':| do not clearly underſtand; whether 
you mean that is moral natural in the fourth 
At F 9 Come 


the: rft-of Seven ; whatever is written, us 
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Commandement, or which is moral poſitive, - 
 2dly; Secondly, your Proofs , ſpecially: 
from Kan. 1.20. Pſalm 19. Rong, ' 10.19, 
7ohn.1. g. ſeem to be intended for that which- 
1s mora] natural, and there are ſome. other 
Scriptures which ro me have not the leaft ap-. 
pearance {pardon me if I ſay ſo) to be any. 
thing at all to the purpoſe : and that there 1s 
one expreſſion in your further inlarging upon 
rhis reaſon, which ſeems to be for that which- 
15 moral politive. For thus you ſay, that natt- 
ral reaſon will tell me, that ſeeing all wen mail 
Nations do meaſure their tome by weeks, and 
theix weeks.by ſeven dayes, that they ſhould;bt+ 
Paes what they offer to- God every day in every 
week, ſet: apart 4 aay unto their Maker, whe 
bath allowed ſuch a liberal portion unto then 
for themſelves : hereip you will find, that 1 do- 
both affent and conſent untb:you, when I have 
a litt]e explained what. ] apprehend to be the 
difference between- marak-natural, and moral 
 pofitive laws. |. Sth 63 2+}. 
* 1, Firſt moral natural. laws, I conceive:tq 
þc theſe which the light of Nature, cofifiſting 
in the knowledg of principles, and the law of 
Nature, m concluſions drawn: from that. light, 
acknawledgeth to be juſt and good; though 
they had' never been written in the word. we 
144 that 
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that there 3 God, and that this Gv1B t9-be 


worſhipped as Gba. Thus *much Your proofs, 
eſpecially that Row? 1,2 0'clearly prove,” thus 
far the fourth Commandemenr is nbrgl'tiatu- 
ra}.” The law and: light- of nature will teach 
men, that there muſt be 4 time for tht ſblemn 
worſhip of God," a time"df reſt from all other im- 
ployments, a ſet time that muſt return accortling; 


to ſontt-. computation of time,” either” weeks. or 


monerhs or years. Let it be gramed for +eebs 
(though 1 would 'glidly Tee ſome "farther 
proof for that, than: yet 1 have ſeefi;)'tHis the 
nature of ran even frow corrupted'Githe? doth 
acknowledg, or at leaſt 'may- be convinced of, 
by arguments drawn from 'theſe* prindples 
which are in the hearts of all men, "Wher'he is 
rationally urged with ſuch principles: as rheſe, 
as that all thoſe things that ave good;ouyhi to be 
followed, and thoſe things which are tvsl' ought 
ro be avoided ; 1 mean tuch things,the goodneſs 
or evil whereof ariſerh meerly trom the things 
thernſelves, and may be 'acknowledged'to'be 
ſo;; though che one had never been” commian- 
ded, nor the orher had never been- forbidden 
in the Word. This is clear 'from' that place 
yorr quore, Rom. 2.14,"5. be pleaſed ro con- 
ſider the place, and F believe herein you will 
both aſſent and conſent , that the: Apoſtle 
PF 4 ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of ſuch things as the Gentiles withour 7 


any. revelation of the mind of God. jn + his. 
Word, had the knawlzdg of by the light 'of 
Nature, Which they could never have of tlie 
laſt of feven for the weekly Sabbath, -as. will 


-appear by and by. . 


2dly.. Secondly , Laws which are onely 
politive, 1 conceive to be ſuch, as the light ot 
Nature could never have judged either good or 
necefſary, if they had not ſome way or ather. 
been revealed ky the will of God ; the good- 
neſs of them ariling onely. from rhe.,will.of 
God enjoyning them, who haying abſo]ute ay- 
thoticy ;over all, may.,. and doth. diſpoſe of 
them into what condition-he pleaſeth, and im- 


poſeth upon chem what Laws ſeem good in his” 


ſight, ſo that if they had never been, enjoyned, 
the omiſhon. of them had.been ſo far from:be- 
ing (in, that if any ſingle perſon ſhould have' 


- 1mpoſed them upon himlelf , or any number 


of men had impyfed rhem upon others, as any 
part of Spiricual homage and worſhip which 
15s due tq God, it had been rejected as Waill- 
worthip. Of this nature. was the law givento 


Adam , of nc eating of the tree of knowledg 


of good and evil , there was no evil in the fruit 
pr the Tree, it was the creature of God, and 


31] that he made was very, good ; it was: onely 


EE evil 
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| 
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evil, becauſe forbidden, ſuch were. the lawy; 
for ſacrifice, burnt- offerings, and. peace-offe-! 
rings, all the goodneſs that-was in them was: 
oneiy from the will of God appointing them-z; 
the light of Nature. could never: have ſeen the: 
good of them, nor the law.of Nature in . 
a man to thz obſervation of them,if the will of 
God had notone. way or other. been revealed. 
concerning,them. The humane nature in Fdem 
was created righteous , but if the revelation 
of the Will, of (0d had not been ſuperadded to 
thatknowledg wherein he was created, he could 
neyer have known. but that he might as law- 
fully have eaten'of that Tree, as of any other. 
Ir is true, when the will of God was revealed 
to him, he had that written in. his heart, by 


which he ſaw obedience tro that Law to be - 


both juſt and_neceflary. | _- 


Of this natute 1 conceive was the law con- 


4 


cerning the laſt day of ſeven, for the day of 


holy reſt co be obſerved wnta..the. Lord. 1n the 
firſt propolition I thewed there is no goodnels 


in one day more than another materially con+ 


'!  (dered, none in the laſt of ſeven, none in the 


firſt of ſeven; therefore neither of theſe were 
written in Nature: onely this is written in Nar 
ture, that when the will of God is revealed 
concerning any.ſuch poſitive law, as concer- 


ning 
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ni either-the1;' of ſeven; or the firſt »* 2 
ſeven; tobe obſerved, even Nature as it is cot- 


| nevefſary to yeild obedience thereufito.  Na- 
r6re, corrupted Natare cannot deny; bur- thar 
the-will of the Soveraign Law-giver ought to! 
be the rule of the Creature, 'atid indeed 1 am 
apt to think rhisis-a]l you intended'to- prove; 
and if no more, then 1 do dedare' herein borh' 
| My aſſent and conſent : but then this is far 
ſhort of what the" reaſon'is brocgfle to prove, 
namely that which is in the fontth Propoſition, 
that the laft Hiry off every week, *n the weekly 
retwns of it, is alone the particular day m every 
week, which i the weekly Sabbath day to be 
kepe holy to Fehoyah,” in obeditnct ra” his Com- 
" Aled of ft o$119. 03 5535315090 WET 9 OW 
Ler it be granted , which yet” F confels ! 
am'not fully 1afisfied in, that thelight of Na- 
ture withour'thy'tevelation tight have fixed 
ypon one of: ſever}, yer if” God had not re- 
vealed his WilF terein, it could never have 
fixed upon theKfFof ſeven ;/ 1Irhink ir would 
rather have fixe''upon the firſt of ſeven for 
the reaſon alledped pag. 34. Surely, Sir, it 
the Law for the'l#ſt of ſeven had been writren 
m-the heart of min, we might hope ro have 
found it fairly written in t CEO and 
$75371 ancti- 


rupted cannot defiy but that ir is both juſt and. 
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ſanRibicd heart: of the people 'of -the Lords 
choice; - Bur this the 4m. lo of all ages” 
contradicteth., \-If\any: ſhonld ſpeak to me in' 
the language of Zliphas, fob, 5. Call now if 
there be- anjithat will anſwer Ther, and'to. 
which of rhe>Saints wilt thou curn this and' 
ask thetn ,: Diq>/50u ever fird this Lay for the 
' laſt of ſeven _ written #8 your heart ? 
would for rhe generalicy of them tell me, No, 
they never found 'any ſuch macrer; "This I be- 
lieve would be the: anſwer, - or much to this 
purpoſe, even/'of 'thoſe that were moſt holy 
and learned ; ; moſt dead to the world and 
ioſt alive to.God,, yea of 'the moſt fairhful 
Martyrs of .Chriſt for theſe ſixteen hundred 
years , that with a good Conſcience they 
could have done, as no doubt they did as there 
was occaſion, any work of their Calling upon 
the laſt of ſeven, which upon the ſecond , 
third, fourth; bfeh, and fixth days was lawful 
and fit to be done ;; and that thiey never found 
any thing written in their hearts giving any 
check thereunto. / 
--\Either che the holy Law of God was not 
written in.'their- hearts , which maſt not be 
admitted, . or this Law for the laſt ' of ſeven 
was not written there as the reſt were ; which 
Fceally believe, and therefore'give my diſſent 
to this Reaſon. 4thly. 
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i4thly. Eourthly, there ts: yet. one reaſon 
more muſt have ſomething ſpoken to ir, and 
that is che example. of the Lard jeſus; andto' 
this I ſay, BA Ob | $7 


"1. Firſt, that his exampleis'propoſed ro us 


s 


for imitation, as thoſe many Scriprures you- 


quote do ſufficiently prove. and herein I aſſent 


and conſent with:;you ; - for though | dare nor: 


fay-with the Soctnians, that the grand end of 
Chriſts life and death was for example to. be. 
-mirated,. ( curſed be that opinion which. 
prefleth the [myration of Chriſt ro overthrow 
the Satifattjon of Chriſt) yet this I ſay 
with.you, that for oxr example be is propoſed , 
bur yet with limication, as not in his media- 
tory.and meritorjous work , fo not tn every 
occalional, work , as his ſpending a whole 
night in prayer, nor in adminiſtring the Lords 
Supper at night,-;yet even in this, though we 
are under no obligation always to do ſo, yer 
when a juſt occaſion ſerves it is lawful for us at 
leaſt ro do ſa. But that wherein his example is 
obligatory , is to imitate him in: the exerciſe 
of thoſe Graces, and praRice of thoſe Duties 
which belong to all- Chriſtians, Afar. 11. 29. 

Col.” 3-13! Pet 2. 21,22, 23..and fach 
like. ; In all theſe, as he is by his Spirit dwel- 
ung in us the prexcsole of holineſs, fo in his 
Bi. example 
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example he is our putters; Mdindeed pref 


s 


cal : Chriſtianity may' be/ Taid eſpecially -0 
confiſt in -walking as he hathi walked, ' accor- 
ding to that youQuote in i J6þ:8''6. Burhow 
as''to this particular for 'which'you urge ir, 
Papi pag, wn obſervation ofthe 1aſt day of 

en, | 2 OUITITD = bot JIOHT Off Mfiry 
- 1; Firſt, its granted, that notwithſtanding 
all the Jews Cavils againſt him-for tranſgrel- 
ling againſt the Law,yet he perfeRly(rhough 
not in their ſenſe , as in all things elſe) ful- 
filled the righteouſneſs thereof: I mention 
onely that one Text Luk. 4.18. | 

2. Secondly,” bur this wasduring his ſtate - 
of Humiliation, being made under the Law, 
but (as I have ſaid before) after his reſureRi- 
on I do not find that ever he took any notice 
of it, or ſhewed the leaſt reſpeR unto it du- 
ring thoſe forty days between his reſurreRion 
and afcentioen, though he both owned and 
honoured during that rime the firſt day of the 
week, | 
' 3. Thirdly, the holy Apoſtles never imita- 
red his example herein : I mean not after his 
reſurreRion : For though as I ſaid whilſt the 
Fews were any thing tractable, Paul eſpecially 
rook theadvantage of the 7thday Sabbath to 


preach unto them, but with both converted 
few. 
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Zewy and Gentiles he obſerved the firſt day of 
the week, as hath been ſhewed. .; So that for 
ought 1 ind ;in your Paper , | conceive weare 
no more bound to imitate him therein, than in 


ing Circumciſed,or in deferring being bapti- - 


xed till we begin to be thirty years old , ha- 
ving no more Law for the one than for the 
other, and. where there « no_ Law, there is no 
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Here is lately publiſhed 
in Latine the ſo much 
expected Account of 

the late dreadful. Plague, fold 

| by Teſepb Nevil at the Grey- 

i hound in St. Paul's Church-yard, 
\ Entituled, AO1MOAOTIA, 

| fon On8 Nupere apud Populune 

4 ; 

| Londinenſem graſſantis Narra- 

' tio Hiftorica. Authore N. Hodges 

: M. D. e Collegio Londin. 


FRY 
"I i __ _ 


| SPPESPEEETE 


